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At Coors, we believe in giving hack to our community.
pr And one of the best ways we can do that is with our
5

time. Since 1988 Coors volunteers, better known as our
VI.C.E. Squad, have worked almost 1,000 hours on over

10 worthwhile projects. Ay Virginia is
a beautiful state, fy Andfour times a year, volunteers from Coors clean up the highways around
our plant. |:;| Ids our way of showing we care.
Please call 1-800-642-6116 with questions or comments.
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Chuck Ahrend, local politician, farmer
AND BARBECUE EXPERT APPEARS ON THE COVER
OF CURIO THIS YEAR. STEPHEN RICHARDSON
SHOT THESE CASUAL IMAGES OF CHUCK AT HOME
ON HIS FARM IN SlNGERS GLEN.
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JMU Student Publications Congratulate
Columbia Scholastic Press Association

THE VALLEY MAGAZINE

Qold Circle Awards
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Derek Carbonneau and Tom Speiss, Double Page Spread, Newspaper
Chris DeCarlo, Comic Strip, Newspaper
Derek Carbonneau, Portfolio of Work
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Doreen Jacobson, Informational Graphics, Newspaper
Doreen Jacobson, Color Graphic, Newspaper
Third Place
Derek Carbonneau and Grant Jerding,
Color Tabloid Design, Newspaper
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Black and White Ad Design, Newspaper
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Third Place
The Breeze, Overall Excellence
The Breeze, Front Page Layout
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Dave Schleck, Feature Writing, Newspaper
Honorable Mention
The Breeze, News Writing, General Coverage
Greg Abel, Sports Feature, Newspaper
Kate McFadden, Feature Writing, Newspaper
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General Staff
Jennifer R. Powell, co-executive
editor of CURIO, is a senior communication and history major from
Delaware. A four-year veteran of The
Breeze, she conducted research as a
Marshall Undergraduate Scholar at
the George C. Marshall Research
Foundation in Lexington, Virginia
this past semester.
Kristen N. Simpson, editor of
CURIO, is a senior communication
major and English minor from
Sterling, Va. After graduation she
hopes to work in London or Dallas.
Derek Carbonneau, a junior communication major from Haymarket,
Va., will be getting married and
working for a Charlottesville design
studio this summer. He hopes to
eventually own his own animation
company.
LISA Crabbs is a junior psychology
major and early childhood education
minor from Salem, Va. She has
worked at The Breeze since her freshman year.
Vasha Hunt, a junior communication major from Richmond, Va., has
worked for The Breeze and Blues tone
as a photographer. He would like to
work for National Geographic or
Sports Illustrated someday.
Monica Mroz is a senior, graduating with honors in May with a
Bachelor of Arts in English and mass
communication. After graduation,
she hopes to work on the editing
staff of a publishing company.
Marni Penning, a graduating theatre major and art minor from
Arlington, Va., was the ad design
manager for The Breeze this year. She
is going to tour the world and hopes
for an Academy Award someday.
Stephen Richardson, a senior
international affairs major from
Reston, Va., was photo editor for the
Bluestone this year. He plans to manage a bicycle shop in Hilton Head,
S.C. until he gets his big break as a
photographer.
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From

the

This year CURIO magazine is
going far beyond the borders of
the Valley by following area residents to locales such as Russia
and Africa.
Our cover story features Chuck
Ahrend, who not only supports
his community in his official
capacity as a Rockingham
County Board of Supervisors
member, but has traveled to
Russia and brought international
students into his home. Ahrend
visited Peterhof, Harrisonburg's
sister city, which is near St.
Petersburg (see page 9).
Surgeon Greg Montgomery and
his family experienced a different
sort of "vacation" in the spring of
1990. They served as missionaries
in Tenwek, a small village in
Kenya, Africa. Montgomery
served as the town doctor while
his family shared their own culture and learned about another,
(see page 60).
Also,
the
Shenandoah
Shakespeare Express is traveling
throughout the United States
this summer and will venture to
England and Scotland in August.
The SSE updates and modernizes
Shakespeare by modeling their
performances after original
Shakespearean productions (see
page 18).
But CURIO doesn't forget the
Valley itself. We take a close-up
view of the scenery and history of
the region by traveling through
the town of Dayton by bicycle
(see page 50).
The region's history is filled
with fascinating weather events,
as well. Although this past winter

Editors

was one of the warmest on record
and had little snow, it wasn't
always that way. Heavy snows,
and other natural calamities such
as floods and droughts are always
remembered and discussed for
years afterward (see page 54).
A relatively new feature of the
magazine highlights JMU alumni
and their lives after leaving the
Valley. This year, we talked with
two JMU alumni who have both
traveled far in their careers.
Steve Buckhantz, a beginning
reporter while in Harrisonburg, is
now sports director for WTTGTV in Washington, D.C. (see
page 23). And Scott Norwood
has kicked his way to fame —
and the last two Superbowls —
with the Buffalo Bills pro football
team (see page 26).
Since its creation in the late
1970s, CURIO has been a link
between the JMU campus and
the Shenandoah Valley by focusing on its people and culture.
This year, we hope you enjoy the
features of both local and international interest.

Laura L. Hutchison
Jennifer R. Powell
Executive Editors

J

mTLK
ten N. Simpson
Editor

CURIO, published May 1992 by James Madison University students in
the College of Fine Arts and Communication, is a self-supporting,
nonprofit organization. Subscriptions are not available. Mailing
address: CURIO, Mass Communication Department, James Madison
University, Harrisonburg, VA 22807. Telephone: (703) 568-6490.
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John Corn's shop in New Market is a Rockhound's Heaven
Article and Photography by Meredith Parry
Rockhound's Prayer — God gram that I may
wooden and metal shelves and fill display cases —
hunt rocks until my dying day. And when my
overflowing out of egg cartons, shoe boxes, glass jars,
final dig I've made and life has slipped away. I
Cool Whip containers, and cardboard boxes (one
pray that God's great shovel will catch me in
box says "Jes Old Rocks $.35 each").
its sweep. And in his mercy, God will judge me a spedThe rocks come in all shapes and sizes, from locamen to keep.
tions as exotic as Africa and as familiar as the next
Hanging inconspicuously on a bulletin board covcounty over,
ered with business cards, the Rockhound's Prayer is
Though the collection of rocks in Crim's store is
one of many hidden treasures at John Crim's
overwhelming, the shop has a comfortable atmosEvergreen Rockshop,
phere. It's the sensaon U.S. Route 211, east
tion of being in a thrift
of New Market.
store or in a grandpar"That's what people
ent's basement.
who like rocks are
The geological woncalled — hounds after
ders are surrounded by
□
rocks," says Crim, a vetgrandchildren's piceran rockhound of 25
tures, old advertiseyears.
ments, a trunk case for
Soon after he discovsale, postcards from
ROCX SHOP
ered his interest, he HOC
places like Rockhound
opened the Rockshop
3
Park in New Mexico,
4' OLD BC"'
in the basement of his
displays for the Battle
New Market home.
of
New
Market
After
1969, Crim The Rock Shop has been located in the basement of Museum and even a
devoted himself full Crim's home in New Market for almost 25 years.
Salvador Dali print,
time to the business.
Por those who work up
Inside the shop, there are rocks everywhere.
a thirst during their search through all the rocks,
Arranged in a hodgepodge manner, they cover
there's a pint-sized Coke machine that sells returnable bottles for a quarter.
Left: John Crim inspects stones for jewelry making
Just inside the doorway a sign says, "Come to the
out of his extensive collection.
door where the noise is and holler! (If the place
Summer 1992 * Curio
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seems empty.) Don't forget to sign the register."
If Crim isn't helping people in the main part of
the shop, he's in his work room. As he listens to
classical or ragtime music, he cuts rocks into slabs or
stones suitable for jewelry-making.
Crim got started in the business because of his
interest in goldstone, a glass made in Italy in the
1600s. He shared his interest with a friend who
found a description of how to make goldstone.
"In the Corning Museum — the glass people — he
found it in the French Encyclopedia of 1896," Crim
says. "He sent me a copy which I've lost — but I did
try it. I got all the chemicals and various things to
make glass. I don't even remember if it made anything or not."
Another thing that sparked Crim's interest was
tumblerock jewelry — uncut, polished stones in a
setting — that he saw at Endless Caverns giftshop,
where his wife Mary worked.
"I used to go out and wait for her in the evenings,"
Crim says. "I was sitting around, loafing around,
waiting for her to get off — looking through the
stock and everything. Along about that time while
she was our there, a man came from down Florida
who made tumble-polished stones into jewelry. He
was stocking them up for the summer.
"Well, maybe that would be something good to
try," Crim says. "But I never did get into tumbling."
As he began getting more interested in the rockhound business, Crim started subscribing to and
studying the Lapidary Journal — a trade magazine
for the rockhound business.
"You'd be surprised how much you can learn by
6

Cardboard boxes and rows of shelves are filled with
rocks of all shapes and sizes from all over the world.
Curio • Summer 1992

ly placing an order three
or four times a year.
There are other places
where Crim orders jewelry
stones, found in the lapidary
journals.
And
Virginia rocks are frequently sent to him by
n
state geologists.
4
Senior geologist, Bill
Giannini, who works for
the Virginia Division of
Mineral Resources in
TtHe
Charlottesville,
first
became acquainted with
Crim almost ten years ago.
9 I
9
"I was doing some field
1
work up that way when I
o
spotted
his
shop,"
Giannini says. "I went in
there one day during
lunch time and have been
going back ever since."
Crim lifts a rose quartz sphere, one of the most valuable items at the shop.
Crim has cut rocks into
slabs, supplied polished
looking at the catalogs — seeing the descriptions
specimens, and occasionally has helped with
and the pictures and everything," he says.
research, Giannini says.
Soon after Crim got started, he became associated
But most of his business with Crim is personal. For
with "a young fellow," David Rinker. At the time,
the past eight years, Giannini has been a regular cusCrim had a metal-working shop and Rinker, who was
tomer, ordering jewelry for his wife and to use as
still in high school, helped build diamond saws and
gifts. Giannini often supplies Crim with personal
other machinery.
finds to use as jewelry-making stones.
Some of the equipment Rinker helped build is still
"I try and touch base with him often," Giannini
used at the Rockshop.
says. "He's such an interesting fellow. We'll stop by
"Like every kid, I collected rocks," Rinker says. "I
when we go to Winchester, where we used to live."
got into helping him build machinery — saws and
When there aren't any customers, Crim spends
grinders to cut and shape the rocks."
most of his time cutting and polishing stones for
After he graduated from high school, Rinker conmaking jewelry.
tinued to work there for several years when it was a
"I like to cut the cabochons — that's what I like
machine shop as well as a rock shop.
to do," Crim says. "I cut hundreds every year."
"I used to be pretty heavily involved — building
Cabochons, which are flat on the bottom and
machines, cutting stones and making jewelry," he
round on top, are jewelry-making stones. Using hot
says. Rinker left the business in 1977. He currently
wax, Crim puts each cabochon on the end of a small
works as a machinist in Edinburg.
stick. Then he can cut and polish them.
Crim says, "Largely, [we] learned everything that
"A lot of times, people bring rocks and they want
we know by main strength and awkwardness —
me to make a stone out of it and make a piece of
which is a good way. 1 haven't gotten any less familjewelry," he says. "I often do that. If I'm not doing it
iar with the various parts of running the shop, 'cause
for someone else, I'm doing it for myself."
I'm here working with it every day."
For the past ten years or so, Mrs. D. A. Chambers
He now uses that knowledge each year when he
and Mrs. A. M. Uttrup have traveled from
lectures to the geology class at the Virginia Military
Wilmington, Del., to visit the Rockshop. They made
Institute, where he graduated in 1937.
a special trip down to New Market after they saw
Crim says that he orders most of his rocks from a
one of Crim's advertisements in the lapidary jour"man down in Texas," whom Crim found in the lapnals, Chambers says.
idary journals.
"The first time we went there, Mr. Crim had a
He doesn't take inventory but knows more or less
ring to fit my friend, who wears a size 10 1/2,"
what he has and when he needs something — usualChambers says. "So that made a good impression."
Summer 1992 * Curio
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The friends visit the shop as often as possible, usucustomers are already familiar with the business.
ally on their way to attend Elderhostel, a learning"The ordinary traveling public, if they're not
intensive week for senior citizens.
interested in rocks they're not going to pay atten"He's a very artistic ring-maker," Chambers says.
tion," Crim says. "If they're rockhounds they're
"My friend likes big rings, more like a belt-buckle
going to stop. No matter where they are, they'll hunt
than a ring."
you down."
They order a couple rings every time they visit,
and probably have more than 25 each made by Crim.
Meredith Parry is a senior anthropology and communica"It's an overnight trip for us," she says. "The trip is
tion major and an American studies minor. She will be
more expensive than the rings but we enjoy it."
graduating in December.
Closer to home, JMU art professor Ron Wyancko
and his jewelry-making classes take a field trip to the
Rockshop every semester.
They have been making
the trip for about five years to
get supplies.
Wyancko found the shop
I
on his way to Washington,
D.C. and knew it was perfect
for his class.
N
"It's so convenient,"
Wyancko says. "In 30 minutes, we can go up there.
Spend an hour — students
have a chance to pick out
cabochons, which is the first
kind of stone that students
: /
learn to set in a jewelry class.
"It's been a wonderful asset
to JMU students. Crim has
been doing this for years and
years. He knows just about
anything you want to know."
JMU senior art major
Steve Wheat first visited the
*
Rockshop two years ago with
his jewelry-making class.
i
"I'd never really been to a
rock shop before," Wheat
says. "It was overwhelming.
There were so many different
types of rocks to choose
from."
Wheat has returned many
times, usually on his way
back from New Market
Overlook, which is right up
the road.
He recently bought rock
slabs to use as candle-holders.
"I don't always buy something," he says. "But it's
always fun to look."
Despite the Rockshop's visV
I
ible location on a heavilytraveled road, most of Crim's Crim examines his popular collection of "healing crystals.
8
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Supervisor Chuck Ahrend stands out
in Rockingham County and abroad
Article and photography by Kate McFadden
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The cattle grazing in the
fields of Mountain Hollow Farm seems superimposed on the backdrop of the Appalachian Mountains. Chuck Ahrend drives his
truck just slowly enough to take
in the scenic view as he leaves his
farm for a quick tour of Singers
Glen at dusk.
"Driving into Singers Glen and
seeing its quaintness reminds me
that I have to tell people that
Harrisonburg is a suburb of
Singers Glen," he jokes.
A visitor to Ahrend's farm
might think the robust farmer
stays close to his red antebellum
brick house, surrounded by 60
acres of farmland and cattle. But
that's far from true.
Life has taken this 65-year-old
Rockingham County Board of Supervisors member far beyond
Singers Glen, and he has brought
people from all over the world to
his home.
Ahrend and his wife, Dorothy,

have hosted exchange students
from seven different nations, and
Ahrend himself made a trip to
Russia last spring.
After chasing Sam, his Australian Shepherd, from the living
room, Ahrend points to a
tapestry-covered book on the coffee table. "That book's filled with
signatures," he says, opening it to
a page where Chinese script fills a
page next to one in Russian.
"We've had all types of students
from many countries come by
here.
"Let me go back," he begins, as
he reminisces about his days raising pigs and the beginning of his
involvement in cultural exchange.
The grandson of German immigrants, Ahrend was raised on a
vegetable farm on Staten Island,
N.Y. His ties to agriculture continued with a job at Campbell
Soup Co., where he worked until
1970, when he started a small
farm with his brother-in-law.
But in 1975, Ahrend decided he

M
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Chuck Ahrend on his way to feed the cows at Mountain Hollow Farm.
9

wanted a farm of his own, so he,
his wife, two daughters and a son
moved to Rockingham County.
Since then, the 60-acre farm in
Singers Glen has been their home.
The farrow-to-finish hog farm
Ahrend started became one of the
largest in the area. A farrow-tofinish hog farm breeds sows and
raises and fattens the pigs to sell.
Ahrend sold more than 2,000
pigs a year until the farrowing
house burned down in 1987. He
stopped breeding then, but continued to sell pigs until 1991.
As the hog business started to
wind down, Ahrend's attentions
turned to serving his community.
"One thing that I have to say is
that I get bored," Ahrend admits.
In addition to serving on Rockingham's Board of Supervisors
since 1988, he is an active member of the Singers Glen Ruritan
club and works with several other
local service organizations.
A look around Ahrend's office
reveals a wall covered with awards
and citations displaying his commitment to Rockingham County.
"just a few little things," he says
modestly.
T

♦ *

A red banner from Peterhof,
Harrisonburg's sister city in Russia, also adorns the wall. Ahrend
speaks excitedly, recalling the trip
to Russia he and 33 delegates from
the area took in March of 1991.
The development of the sister
city program began in 1989 after a
delegation of Russian students visited the Valley during Ahrend's
term as chairman of the Board of
Supervisors. When local residents
expressed interest in developing
an exchange program, an organization called Local International
Network Committee (LINC)
matched Harrisonburg with Peterhof, a suburb southwest of the
Russian city of St. Petersburg.
Dorothy Ahrend was in Omaha,
Neb., when her husband decided
to become the Valley's ambassador
to Russia. She jokes that she
didn't have much of a say over the
trip. "He says we made a deal," she
says sarcastically, her blue eyes
sparkling. Mrs. Ahrend was visiting their daughter for Christmas
because her son-in-law was in
Saudi Arabia. "And Chuck decided to go," she says.
Ahrend interrupts, trying to set

C
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Photo courtesy of Chuck Ahrend
Ahrend, Peterhof Mayor Evgeny Isotmin and Pablo Cuevas stand outside
Peter Paul Church in Harrisonburg's sister city, Peterhof, last winter.
10

the record straight on a debate
that has gone unsettled for more
than a year.
"She says it wasn't a deal, but it
was," he retorts.
"You were going to go whether I
said yes or not," Dorothy jokes.
Ahrend charmed both his travel
companions and Russian hosts.
Dr. Betty Neatrour, a JMU language professor who accompanied
Ahrend and other county residents abroad, admires Ahrend's
playful nature.
"Chuck Ahrend was a wonderful ambassador for our country,"
Neatrour says, remembering how
the Russian citizens adored
Ahrend. "He had such a spirit of
adventure about the whole trip.
His philosophy of enjoying life really came out during the trip —
he wanted to savor each moment
and learn everything he could."
Neatrour recounts Ahrend's
sense of fun coming alive the
evening the Harrisonburg delegation invited a group from Peterhof
to their hotel for dinner.
"Chuck and another local resident began to sing at an official
gathering — and he had the most
marvelous voice," Neatrour recalls. "He also danced quite a bit
that evening. One Peterhof official told me later Chuck was the
best dancer she'd ever danced
with — a regular Fred Astaire."
Ahrend admits to enjoying his
two-week stay in the Soviet
Union, only a few months before
the coup that started the dismantling of the U.S.S.R. But Ahrend
obviously got more out of the program than a polished song-anddance routine.
"We had a good time over
there. It was very educational, but
I did get my fill of art museums,"
he reveals with a chuckle. "My favorite part was our stay in Peterhof, where we got to meet the
people. The one thing we've got
to realize is those people are just
like we are."
Ahrend is quick to express the
renewed sense of patriotism he
Curio • Summer 1992
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Sam, the Ahrends' Australian Shepherd, dodges under a moving tractor.
felt after returning to the U.S.
"My synopsis of that whole trip
was getting off that plane and getting down on my knees to kiss the
earth and praise God we were
born in this wonderful country,"
he says.
But Pablo Cuevas, another
Rockingham Board of Supervisors
member who went to Russia, says,
"Chuck really connected with the
people there. He always does that,
he's that type of person."
Ahrend didn't have to wait long
before he had the chance to meet
more Russians. But this time they
came to him.
The people of Harrisonburg
were able to meet citizens of their
sister city, Peterhof, last October
when a group of 10 Russians visited Harrisonburg. Ahrend and
Dorothy hosted the Executive
Mayor Evgenij Istomin at Mountain Hollow Farm.
Ahrend says that during their
10 day stay the Russians were
shown every aspect of life in the
Valley. "We wanted to immerse
them in the culture to show them
what it was like to live here and
to make them feel at home while
they were here," he says.
Ahrend has stayed in touch
with the Rockingham County's
farming culture despite the fact
that he no longer sells hogs. He
now buys hogs for Gwaltney Ham
Packing Co. for his own barbecue
Summer 1992 * Curio

for the barbeque business, he and
his wife realized once their children moved out that they couldn't
run the business and the farm
alone.
In 1982, a foreign student who
was caring for the children of a
local couple approached Ahrend
about working on his pig farm.
Soon the young German woman
and her boyfriend were living and
working with the Ahrends at
Mountain Hollow Farm.
Between 1982 and 1991, the
Ahrends hosted 12 international
students. Students from Germany,
France, Thailand, Switzerland,
Austria, Nicaragua and Panama
have all made Singers Glen their
home for three to 22 months.
"All of them fell in love with
Rockingham County," says the
proud supervisor.
The Ahrends became second

operation. Last year he was kept
busy barbecuing for fraternity parties, university functions, private
parties and community events.
"I probably cooked forty, fifty
pigs last year," he says.
Ahre nd 's
barbecue reputation often
takes
him
across
the
state. "I'm 'the
Barbecue Man'
to
all
the
brothers
at
Sigma Phi Epsilon at the
University of
Richmond because I'm there
every spring
and every fall,"
he says.
" T1 ' ve
ao
quired quite a
T-shirt collection," Ahrend
says and jumps
up to show off
some of the
shirts. "I wear
some of them,
but some are a
little bawdy
and I have to
wear them as
undershirts."
Despite
Ahrend's love Ahrend prods the pigs into the scale at Eby's Feedlot.

II

"This was a bit
of a probl em
when he didn't
understand English totally in
the beginning,"
Ahrend says with
a wide grin.
"You'd ask him
if he understood
what you were
saying and he'd
say, 'Yes, yes, yes'
regardless. One
day I told him to
put manure in
the garden, and
p^X
in Germany the
garden is your eni:
tire yard.
"Well, Christoff
covered our enW! I '
tire yard with
manure before we
•v J».
got a chance to
A* stop him," he says
through
peals
of laughter.
But Ahrend says
« *.
that he knows
that his experience with the exchange students
Even the mailbox at the Ahrends' farm sports a pig.
goes much deeper
parents to the men and women
than having help around the farm.
they welcomed into their home,
"You learn how small this world
and looking back on hosting the
is," he says. "It gives you better
students, Ahrend says he would
perspective into the whole life
not have had it any other way.
that we're living."
"It wasn't just like having a
The Ahrends keep in touch
hired man, you might say you are
with their foreign "kids." Mario
extending your family," he says.
Serracin, a student he and
"If you don't want to bring them
Dorothy hosted from Panama, just
into your family, you lose and
graduated from the University of
they lose."
Florida at Gainesville and was
The exchange students adapted
married in December. Ahrend was
easily to life in the Valley,
his best man.
Ahrend says. But adapting to culLooking at a picture from Sertural differences was sometimes
racin's wedding, Ahrend says,
the source of humor, he adds.
"That's one of the things I'm
Recalling Christoff, a young
proud of, the fact that he was able
man from Germany, fills Ahrend
to stay and make something of
with laughter. "Christoff was very himself here."
different from the others,"
Serracin, unlike the other stuAhrend remembers. "His favorite
dents, was able to stay in the
expression was 'No problem, no United States because his visit coproblem.'
incided with the U.S.-Panama
12

conflict in 1989.
Serracin, now living in Orlando, Fla., remembers the incredible support Ahrend gave him
when he left Harrisonburg to attend the University of Florida.
"He taught me to be positive
about life and gave me support, as
a friend, as a human being.
"He was the only logical choice
to be my best man," Serracin says.
"Chuck is my best man, and he
has been my best man since I met
him as a teenager. To me Chuck is
the person I'd eventually like to
be."
Ahrend boasts about Serracin's
success as if the Panamanian was
his own son. "He studied real hard
and got all A's—because if he
didn't get A's I raised hell with
him ... I feel like a proud father
to see Mario doing so well."
Pulling up to the farm after the
tour of Singers Glen, Ahrend lets
Sam jump out through the truck
window. He takes the key-ring
with the seal of Rockingham
County engraved on it from the
ignition. Ahrend pauses, then reveals exactly how important the
county is to him.
"I want my tombstone to read
'He tried his best for his community,"' he says. "Along with my
name, that's what I want people to
know."
There is little doubt the epigraph would be understood.
But maybe it should be in
several languages.
Kate McFadden, a sophomore mass
communication major, is news editor of
The Breeze. She hopes to pursue a
career in magazine journalism and will
be interning this summer at Style
Weekly in Richmond, Va.
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Ahrend's license plate shows his
love for the barbecue business.
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reasure hunting has usually been left up to
archaeologists or people
T who have the funds to
charter a boat or spend months
digging in the sand. However,
many treasures are floating in the
second-hand
stores
around
Harrisonburg. All it takes is a little hunting and patience, and a
second-hand treasure can yield
the find of a lifetime.
Walking into Reminisce is like
wandering into Never-never land
and expecting Peter Pan and
Wendy to be hiding around the
corner. It's only one small room,
but it feels like another world.

I
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Area second-hand stores prove the old adage
— some things never die
Article by Lisa Omohundro

Graphic by Marni Penning

Located in Harrisonburg at 54 S.
Main St., Reminisce recalls a
romantic fantasy world, where
sweet-smelling items abound and
dressing in lace, brocade and
pearls is still popular.

A huge, glassed-in jewelry case
filled with antique baubles, rhinestones, bracelets and necklaces
graces the side of the room. An
armoire filled with dozens of lace
and brocade dresses anywhere
from the '20s to the '50s sits in
the back. Fancy hats from decades
gone by perch atop bureaus, and a
white lace parasol peeks out from
atop the armoire. The rich
mahogany furniture throughout
the store contrasts with the white
wicker tables and carts that display the old finds, which include
gold lame gloves, flapper hats,
wedding dresses, brocade jackets,
beaded sweaters and lingerie.
Reminisce owner Jann WhiteKohl says she buys most of the
items in the store from locals. "It
has to have a certain look," she
says. "It has to look old even if it's
new." For instance, the line of toiletries called "Bella's Secret
Garden" featured throughout the
store is definitely a new product,
but is packaged to keep with the
image of the romantic, feminine
woman from the glory years.
The prices on the antique
clothing range from $15 to $70,
with a wedding dress running
around $85. Kohl says ladies
between the ages of 25 and 40 are
typical customers. "They're young

A

n Stephen Richardson
1

»>

►A

Kate McFadden
Kate McFadden
Some of the treasures from second-hand stores include: (clockwise from
top right) a room filled with shoes at the Bearly Worn Shop, old glass bottles at Encore and vintage dresses at Reminisce.
Summer 1992 • Curio
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Stephen Richardson
"If people do not snigger when I go by in the streets, I feel my hat has no style." Reminisce owner Jann WhiteKohl, modeling an old hat, has this quote taped to the jetvelry case in her store.
14
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Stephen Richardson
Customers search through the racks of clothes at Qift & Thrift.
professional women who can
spend the money and want something different," she says.
The jewelry collection also
attracts quite a crowd to the store.
While Kohl will buy all the clothing from the owners, she does
consign the fine jewelry. "The
jewelry sells real well around
Christmas and proms," she says.
"Other times they help sell other
things. People come in and see
the jewelry and ooh and ahh and
then want to move on."
Another store to ooh and ahh
over is Encore Consignments at
82 S. Main St. in Harrisonburg.
Encore is chock full of "stuff."
With a flea-market selection, a
little digging is required to find a
treasure at Encore because, with
the huge selection of everything
imaginable, overlooking something special is very easy to do.
But there is always something new
to be found.
Shelves and shelves of household goods crowd the store, with
oodles of glasses, old bottles, dishes and baskets. Racks of old books
stack the walls along the back of
the store up to the ceiling, all
neatly labeled into categories.
Wire racks of draperies and curtains sit in the middle of an aisle,
and more racks of coats and clothSummer 1992 • Curio

Encore last year during the fall, he
noticed a dark blue wool pea jacket similar to those offered in the J.
Peterman catalog. "Then I saw it
a month into spring semester and
it was $40 on the 75-percent-off
rack," he said. "So it was $10.
And I had to borrow money for
that!"
Bland says he frequents secondhand stores around the Valley. "I
always see neat coats and jackets
and the sleeves are always too
short," he says, referring to the
trouble he has finding jackets to
fit his 6-foot-5-inch frame and his
long arms. When he found a coat
in Encore that fit, he grabbed it.
Bland says he has bought silverware and a turntable from Encore.
"It's a good place to get odds and
ends if you're just starting a home
or an apartment," he says.
The Bearly Worn Shop is one
of the most surprising stores for
the dedicated second-hand shopper. Located in a nondescript
building on Chicago Avenue in
Harrisonburg, the plain, light
green exterior with a teddy bear
sign is no indication of the wealth

ing are tucked into a corner.
Owner Sharon Showalter says
the glassware and collectables are
her top-selling items, with jewelry
running a close second.
"The clothes are the biggest
headache of my life," she laughs.
The store is run on a color-coded
discount system, with items that
have been in the store longest
receiving the
largest discount.
The discounted
items
are
marked by colored
stickers
that match up
with a chart on
the wall indicating how much of
a discount each
color represents.
"It
helps
move the merc h a n d i s e
y
through
the
store and
it
doesn't get stagnant," she says.
"You don't see
the same thing
every time you
come in."
Hi
But JMU senior
Joel Bland did.
Stephen Richardson
On a trip to Phoebe Brenneman sets up a display at Qift & Thrift.
15

of clothing inside. A narrow front
porch houses a $1 rack, which
contains clothes that have been
in the store for more than three
months. Most of this clothing is
off-season, but it is also in excellent shape.
A huge selection of prom dresses — the size of those in bridal
shops — lines the main room of
the store, with fancy little girls'
dresses flanking the dresses for
the big girls. Store owner
Jeannette Makowske takes pride
in the selection at Bearly Worn.
"We're priced a little higher, but
we have better quality clothing,"

clothes. So many clothes pack
each room that many walls are
lined with clothes right up to the
windows. A humble wooden
walkway connects the main store
with three more rooms filled
entirely with children's clothing.
Bearly Worn also features a modest selection of jewelry.
Makowske's shop is another
that features a color-coded system
of tags that indicate discounted
clothing."We try to put a good
fair price on it when it comes in,"
Makowske says. But if an item
still hasn't sold after the first
month, it receives a colored tag
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Kate McFadden
Sharon Showalter of Encore arranges knick knacks on the counter.
she says. "They have to be up-todate and in style because nobody
else is going to want it. We try to
take some things in larger sizes
too, 16 and up."
One of its most interesting features is the layout of The Bearly
Worn Shop. Rooms extend off in
every direction, and each room is
packed with neatly lined racks of
16

marking it 25 percent off. After
two months, the item is 50 percent off, and after three months it
moves to the $1 rack on the front
porch. "Every month we change
the color tickets," she says. "So
the customer can find good deals
if they come here often enough."
Harrisonburg resident Elizabeth
Rohrer goes to The Bearly Worn

Shop regularly with her two
daughters. "We get all our clothes
at second-hand stores," she says
with a smile. "We get a good price
on jeans here. We pay around $7
to $10 for a pair. In a [regular]
store, they cost $30. I won't pay
the $30, but I'll pay the $10."
The Gift & Thrift Shop at 227
N. Main Street in Harrisonburg is
one of the largest second-hand
stores in town. Not only does it
house a gift selection of crafts
made by people in third-world
nations, but it features a warehouse-sized room full of used
clothing. The gift side of the store
is devoted to "Self Help Crafts"
and is decorated in an almost
exotic way, with wicker furniture
and dozens of hammocks and baskets strewn everywhere. Small,
intricate carvings of fish, giraffes
and other jungle animals adorn
this side of the room, along with
beautiful trunks, pots, jewelry and
scarves. A huge wicker basket display serves as the divider between
the "Gift" and the "Thrift" sections of the store. The thrift side
is lined down the middle with
racks of clothes from one end of
the store to the other. A selection
of shoes are stacked against one
wall and dressing rooms and hats
line the other.
Gift & Thrift, which is sponsored by 10 Mennonite churches
in the area and run by 60 volunteers, gets all its used clothing
through donations. "We get much
more than we can put on the
shelves," says Dorothy Kreider,
co-manager of Gift & Thrift.
They offer suits for men and
women, jeans, shirts, and racks of
children's clothing—all in a full
range of sizes. Plus, they sell
handmade quilts, afghans and
rugs made of cut up blue jeans.
Gift &. Thrift has several sales
each year to clean out the clothes
for the upcoming season. At the
end of the summer and winter
seasons, they usually have a 50
percent off sale to make room for
incoming clothes. Other times
Curio • Summer 1992
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Kace McFadden
Jeannette Makowske helps a customer at The Bearly Worn Shop.
they have what they call "bag
sales," when customers fit all the
clothes they can into a grocery
bag and pay $5 for the whole
thing. "Sometimes they have a
number of suits in there — $20$25 suits!" Kreider laughs.
In addition to used clothing,
Gift &. Thrift offers used furniture
and household goods in a showroom downstairs. In addition, they
sell all size mattress sets for $25.
"We could use more furniture,"
Kreider says. "We don't get a lot
of furniture. I guess that's a big
item for people to donate."
One of the newest second-hand
stores in the area is 2nd Time
Around at 1791-A S. High Street.
2nd Time Around provides a contrast to other thrift stores with its
bright, department store appearance and displays. All the clothes
are arranged like many department stores, and the bright lighting illuminates the room.
Since its grand opening on Jan.
22, owner Pat Wimer hasn't really
had time to put anything up on
the walls other than a few shirts
hanging up on display. But despite
bare walls, business has been good
for this consignment shop so far.
Wimer decided to open a consignment shop because she had
always haunted second-hand
stores. "I love going to consign-
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ment shops," she said. "That's
how I learned to do it [run a store]
— from just going to them."
Her husband, Chuck, helps Pat
run the business. According to
him, they tried to create a clean,
new atmosphere for the store.
"There's three things we hear
most," he says with a laugh. "It
smells good, the prices are good,
and it looks good." He said that
they have tried to stay away from
the image of a second-hand store,
which led to their slogan; "Like
New Apparel at Affordable
Prices."
"We try to keep cost down," he
says. "New things are expensive."
They have definitely kept the
cost of their clothes down. Jean
jackets start at $5 and prom dresses run around $45.

Plus, a rack of clothes marked
down 50 percent sits just inside
the entranceway. And any clothing that doesn't sell after 60 days
and isn't picked up by the owners
within five days after that is
donated to charity.
Rumaging through stores like
these can lead to many treasures,
but only if bargain hunters know
where and when to look.
A three-piece rayon purple and
teal outfit for $21.95 at Bearly
Worn was a definite find, as well
as a $14 Ralph Lauren tweed
cropped jacket. Men's suit jackets
at Gift &. Thrift are a stylish treasure for anyone. At $20, men's
suits were a good find, too. For a
little more money, a $48 fuchsia
and gold brocade jacket at
Reminisce is perhaps one of the
most innovative finds yet.
For those still leery of second
hand stores, Makowske urges
them to give it a try. "It's OK to
shop at consignment shops," she
said. "It's fun!" With a little
patience, treasures pop up all over
the place and a little bit of money
may be saved. And remember:
what may be one person's trash
may be another person's treasure.
Lisa Omohundro is a senior double
majoring in English and communication. Originally from Salem, Va.,
she now resides in Mechanicsville,
Va. She plans to attend graduate
school and then pursue a career as a
literary editor.
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Stephen Richardson
The decor of 2nd Time Around is modem, with a department store look.
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The Shenandoah Shakespeare Express prepares to shake up The Globe
Article by Tamela Graham

Photography by Vasha Hunt

Chidester Harrell,
a onymous with contemporary had in 1987 to "bring Shakespeare
Shakespearean actor,
entertainment. Dr. Ralph Cohen,
back to the basics."
strolls into the classexecutive director of the SSE and
That year, Cohen and his
room-turned-stage in his a JMU English professor, explains senior seminar students (including
black Converse high-tops. Blond that "however good the actors are,
Warren) studied Henry V and
curls bouncing, he strums a guitar the key is to keep the audience
planned a production based on
and warms up the audience with involved."
the play as it was originally perselections from Paul
formed by Shakespeare's
Simon and the Rolling
companies.
Stones. Fellow cast
In Shakespeare's time,
I
member Janice O'Rourke
his companies performed
walks in playing her own
in open-air courtyards,
guitar and begins singing
and later in theaters like
along with Harrell.
The Globe. They did not
Wait a minute. Aren't
have elaborate stage sets
they supposed to be
or lighting, and because
wearing
tights and
the audi ence would
intoning some imposing
stand during the prolines full of "thees" and
duction, performances
"thous" from a play like
could not be too long.
Romeo and Juliet?
Actors wore contempoOther Shakespeare
rary clothes and played
companies may, but
the parts of more than
Harrell, O'Rourke, and
one character.
their fellow actors in the
In April 1988, the
Shenandoah Shakespeare
"JMU
Shakespeare
Express (SSE) are deterCompany" performed
mined to make their perHenry V at the JMU
formances anything but
Experimental Theater,
typical. Right from the Chidester Harrell warms up the audience before a with only 15 actors playstart, they let the audiing 47 roles.
performance of The Merchant of Venice.
ence know that this isn't
"Th e idea was to
going
to
be
an
Cohen, hardly able to contain stretch each actor," Warren says.
average
Shakespearean production. The his excitement about the compa"We didn't want to emphasize one
contemporary music, casual dress,
ny, leans forward in his chair and major part, but how many differand unconventional stage create
launches into the tale of how the ent roles one person could play.
an atmosphere that insists upon SSE began.
Shakespeare wrote with doubling
audience participation.
He explains that the the SSE and tripling in mind."
The
SSE's
approach
to grew our of the vision he and
The actors also looked to the
Shakespeare makes the plays syn- Managing Director Jim Warren original productions when choos18
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Rick Codding, Tee Morris and Kari Burr laugh at the humor the
SSE brings out in Shakespeare's Macbeth.
ing costumes. They decided to
dress in contemporary styles —
jeans, turtlenecks and black hightop tennis shoes.
"It had to be simple," Warren
says. "Costume changes were done
on stage so it couldn't take long.
We wanted to get back to doing
Shakespeare like Shakespeare did.
Shakespeare did not have fancy
theatrical lighting, and his actors
dressed in contemporary clothes
like we do."
The only differences in
Shakespeare's productions and the
production by the JMU Shakespeare
Company were that JMU did not
have a backstage, and women, as
well as men, played the characters. Cohen and Warren eliminated the elaborate lights, sets and
sound systems of modern-day theater so that the emphasis of the
play was in the language.
The Henry V production was
successful, so Cohen and Warren
established an independent, professional touring company based
on the same principles they used
in Henry V. By May 1989, the
troupe, now called the Shenandoah
Shakespeare Express, toured the
northeast United States.
Summer 1992 * Curio

In August 1990, the Virginia
General Assembly recognized the
SSE as a state corporation and the
IRS granted it nonprofit status.
The SSE had gone from a company which had 13 people try out
for 12 parts in 1988, to a company
that had 50 people try out for five
open parts in 1991.
The authentic recreation of
Shakespearean theater emphasizes
a sense of community and draws
audience members into the production. In addition to a thrust
stage, where the audience surrounds three-quarters of the stage,
the SSE maintains the continuous
flow of Shakespeare's plays by
using simple props and keeping
productions under two hours
without an intermission.
"We
keep
our audience
involved and make them hear the
words," Cohen says. "We keep the
lights on and get people in the
back. They cannot tune out."
In this season's production of
The Merchant of Venice, Warren
plays Launcelot Gobbo, a character with an internal struggle
between good and evil. Warren
uses the audience to illustrate the
battle between his good and evil

sides. He chooses one audience
member to represent "the fiend,"
his evil nature, and another person to represent his good conscience. As the argument between
"the fiend" and his good conscience continues, Warren runs
back and forth between the people he chooses to represent the
two sides.
During a fundraising gala in
February, Warren chose his father
to represent his conscience. The
audience chuckled at the unaggressive demeanor of the woman
he selected as the fiend. Suddenly,
the whole room was alive with
laughter at Warren's antics with
his new sidekicks.
Innovations like this catch the
attention of Shakespeare aficionados like Werner Gundersheimer,
the director of Washington, D.C.'s
Folger Library, which has the
greatest collection of Shakespeare's
plays and original documents in
the nation.
After watching The Merchant of
Venice at the gala, Gundersheimer

Darren Setlow as Macbeth.
19

7
f

Jim Warren, managing director of the SSE, captures the audience
with his portrayal of Launcelot Qobbo in The Merchant of Venice.
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Taunya Martin, the youngest
member of the troupe, plays the
King of Morocco in The
Merchant of Venice.
20

says that it is an "exciting concept
to do Shakespeare as we think it
was done, in two hours, without
elaborate sets and costumes and
lighting. It makes the actors rely
on the words. It's very special
because most don't do this disciplined a production. The SSE is
full of vitality and wit."
Barbara Mowat, director of
Academic Programming at the
Folger, also likes the SSE's
approach to Shakespeare.
"Acting without breaks can
build the momentum of the play,"
Mowat says. "The action never
stops."
The quick pace keeps the production short, so Cohen and his
company never need to cut more
than 300 out of about 3000 lines
in every play. Mowat says that the
sparse cutting gives Shakespeare
"incredible strength."
"Most other productions are
way over two hours with lots of
lines cut out," Mowat says. "They
have many scene changes and
many pauses. With the SSE, the
focus is always on the language."
Colby Codding, a charter mem-

ber, says, "It is exciting to help
others realize the beauty and simplicity of the language."
And Janice O'Rourke agrees.
"We want to bring Shakespeare to
people who haven't seen it, or
don't like Shakespeare."
It is not simply Shakespearean
scholars or the actors themselves
who marvel the SSE's approach to
performing Shakespeare.
"The SSE really brings out the
humor and wit in Shakespeare,"
says Todd Shenk, a Harrisonburg
resident who attended a production of The Merchant of Venice at
JMU. He adds that "it is interesting to see such a non-traditional
stage set-up."
Warren Braun and his wife,
Dickie, saw the SSE for the first
time at the gala.
"We got a letter in the mail
about the gala event and my husband loves Shakespeare," Dickie
Braun says. "I sent in money for
the tickets to surprise him."
Warren Braun says he "was so
happy with the production of The
Merchant of Venice. The improvisation with no set was done beautifully, without any injustice to
Shakespeare.
The SSE left
Shakespeare as Shakespeare was.
It was a terrific performance."
Aside from purely entertaining
the audience, Cohen explains that
the SSE wants to make people
understand and like Shakespeare.
Robin McNallie, a JMU English
professor who performed with the
troupe for a season, is impressed
with how people respond when
the SSE performs at area grade
schools and high schools.
"You almost feel like you are in
a football stadium," McNallie
recalls. "The students cheer and
get excited. They forget the reverence they thought they were supposed to have for Shakespeare,
and respond on a basic level."
Stacey Chase, a former reporter
for the Richmond Times-Dispatch,
says it is especially exciting to see
the SSE go into grade schools.
"They are so accessible to their
Curio 'Summer 1992

audiences," Chase says. "If people
see something like this they'll
know they can understand
Shakespeare. There is nothing
intimidating about it with the way
the SSE delivers their lines and
involves the audience."
Becky Weidig attended the gala
at the suggestion of her daughter.
"She saw Julius Caesar at Turner
Ashby three years ago, and loved
it," Weidig says. "I really like how
the costumes are more relaxed. It
seems a lot more down-to-earth."
Each member of the SSE dresses the same, in black pants and a
white oxford or red turtleneck.
They show character changes by
pulling simple props from one of
the black wooden boxes on the
stage floor.
Rarely does an actor leave the
stage. Those not performing in a
scene sit on black boxes lined up
at the back of the stage, remaining in character yet leaving the
attention focused on the ongoing
action. This concept adds personality and wit to the performance
because the audience sees the
actors laughing together, enjoying
the humor in Shakespeare's plays.
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"Every performance is different," says Darren Setlow, a charter
member of the SSE, still laughing
about the performance he just finished. "We have so much fun
because we never know what to
expect from each other. There is
lots of over-the-top humor."
However, the SSE's method of
performance is demanding for the
actors. O'Rourke says that
although "the challenge of moving everything right on stage,
fast," is what she likes most, it is
also what is most difficult.
"There is no time to settle
down," O'Rourke says. "It takes so
much concentration to always be
in character."
Taunya Martin,a
JMU freshman and
the youngest member
of the troupe, says
she likes to play characters who are not
like herself. "1 can be
me in real life," she
says. "Acting is fun
because you can be
someone else."
"It's
hard
to
explain to people

who don't act," O'Rourke says
about the emotional, intellectual
and spiritual fulfillment she gets
from acting. "I just feel compelled
to do it."
All members of the SSE have a
stake in its success. Part of their
dedication includes rehearsals
from 6:30 p.m. until at least 10:30
p.m. five days a week.
Members not only act, but take
on all the day-to-day responsibilities of the company. O'Rourke,
the Internal Affairs Liaison for
the company, says she feels that
this year's company is especially
professional and committed.
"In my job, I try to keep things
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Above: Janice O'Rourke accents her performance of Old Qobbo with simple props — a
blindman's stick and bread basket.
m
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Left: Fully enjoying his role as the Prince of
Aragon in The Merchant of Venice, Colby
Codding wins his audience.
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Steve Cardamom as MacDuff (right) engages Darren Setlow as
Macbeth in a sivordfight in the final act of Macbeth.
together and confront problems
that arise," O'Rourke says. She
also works with Steve Cardamone,
the Fundraising Chair, to get
financial support for the company.
Cardamone, like many of the
actors, must balance class work
with rehearsals and his job as
Fundraising Chair.
Cohen knows the schedule can
be difficult. "You just gotta love it
to work that hard," he says.
His love for Shakespeare is seen
in his dedication to the company.
O'Rourke says, "With Ralph's
(Cohen) dedication and commitment, if finances go well, the
company could become really
well-known. I think the SSE
could be a company in demand."
Cohen grins with confidence.
"We are in fact becoming nationally known," he says. "Already
one of three Shakespeare scholars
anywhere in America have heard
of us. By the end of this year, two
of them will have heard of us. Two
years from now all of them will
have heard of us."
Codding is also confident in
the company. He feels that "in a
short amount of time, maybe
three or four years, the SSE will

22

plays performed in a month."
The SSE has also been invited
to perform for two weeks this summer at the Folger Theater in
Washington, D.C.
Mowat says she hopes such performances will give the SSE international recognition. But for all
their professionalism and lofty
goals, the actors never neglect to
take humor wherever they go. The
stage is no exception.
"I love performing with the SSE
and changing someone's opinion
about Shakespeare," Codding says.
"It's a treat to turn people on to
Shakespeare. Ask anyone who's
seen us. We do Shakespeare differently than anyone. It's hip, it's
sexy . . . It'll blow any misconceptions of Shakespeare out of the
water — I guarantee it."

be the number one Shakespeare
Tamela Graham is a senior commucompany in the nation."
nication major and English minor.
The company tours all over the
United States, but spends much of After graduation, she will be working in public affairs for the National
its time performing in the Valley.
Oceanic
and
Atmospheric
This summer they will be at the
Admins tration.
Dayton Learning Center from
June 9 to July 4, and then
in August will travel to
Europe to perform at the
Globe Museum Theater in
London
and
at
the
3
1
/
Edinburgh Festival in
Scotland.
The rebuilding of The
Globe Theater in London
is a project led by Sam
Wanamaker. His goal is to
provide a place to perform
'A
in a space like Shakespeare
y
would have used, and ultimately learn more about
Shakespeare's work.
Chidester Harrell, a JMU
senior and third-year memN
ber of the SSE, says that
the Edinburgh Festival is
the largest theater festival
in the world.
"Theater companies from
Photo courtesy of the SSE
around the world perform
at the festival," he says. The SSE shows vitality and wit both on
"There will be about 9,000 and off stage.
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From "AnimalHouse" to "Broadcast
News," Steve Buckhantz has done it all
Article by John Houston Parmelee
Photography by Vasha Hunt

AW

Above: Steve
Buckhantz,
sportscaster for
Fox network's
affiliate in
Washington,
D.C., WTTQ
Channel 5.
Left: Buckhantz
in 1977 at
Harris onburg's
WHSV.
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Forced to choose between
staying in Philadelphia to
cover the Redskins-Eagles
playoff game or returning
to Washington to see the JMUOklahoma basketball game last
fall, television sportscaster and
JMU graduate Steve Buckhantz
showed his true loyalty.
"I did both stand-ups before the
game. One for the Redskins losing
and one for them winning," he
says. "And I left at half-time, flew
back to Washington, drove to the
Capital Centre and I got there for
the tip-off of the OklahomaMadison game."
So why is Buckhantz so passionately pro-JMU?
"I feel the same way that everybody else at Madison feels — we
don't get enough publicity," he
says, tilted back in his office chair
at Fox network's WTTG Channel
5 in Washington, D.C.
"When Virginia Tech, or U.Va.,
or Radford, or Old Dominion gets
a sportscaster in Washington,
D.C., he can give them all the
credit in the world," Buckhantz
says. "So far I'm the only one."
His eyes light up and he chuckles. "So I 'm on the air — I can do
whatever I want!"
Buckhantz graduated from
JMU, then called Madison College, in 1977 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in communication
arts. He broke into television at
Harrisonburg's WHSV Channel 3,
then worked stints in Chattanooga, Nashville and Atlanta
before arriving in Washington in
March of 1984.
He is a sportscaster for the "10
O'clock News" and the football
roundtable show "Playbook" during Redskins season. At age 36,
Buckhantz boasts the sports director spot for a station in the eighth
largest television market nationwide — a far cry from his humble
beginnings in broadcasting.
An Arlington, Va., native,
Buckhantz graduated from Washington-Lee High School in 1973
after a failed attempt to start a
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Buckhantz and basketball coach
John Thompson . . .
high school radio station. He
spent his first semester in college
at the University of Miami in
Florida, but transfered to Madison
College for a simple reason.
"There were 250 people trying
to get on the air at the campus
radio at Miami and I didn't have a
chance," Buckhantz says.
Madison was a much different
place when Buckhantz arrived in
1974 than it is today, he says.
Enrollment topped at only 7,500
and the school was just beginning
to admit males.
He says the abundance of
females was an added benefit.
"The ratio was like four to one,"
Buckhantz says with a smile. "It
was one of the greatest places in
the world to be."
But his broadcast opportunities
at Madison were a little behind
the times, he says.
Buckhantz started at 90.7
WMRA-AM radio, covering
men's and women's basketball and
doing play-by-play. Cloistered in
the corner of Alumnae Hall on
the JMU campus, WMRA was
then a mere 10-watt station. "You
could yell farther than the signal,
basically," he says.
Through covering sports, Buckhantz realized Madison College
needed some respect.
"I'll never forget one of the first
basketball games 1 did was at
Johnson City, Tennessee, against
East Tennessee State," he says.
"And we beat them and then we
beat somebody else in the South24

ern Conference, and they started
calling Madison, 'The best school
you never heard of.' That was our
label. That always stuck with me.
And so I've always tried to tear
that label down."
It was Madison's social scene,
rather, that put the college on the
map in the 1970s, he says. "We
had some hellacious parties, I
mean just like the 'Animal House'
stuff," he says.
"All of our fraternities were
down on Main Street in Animal
House-type buildings — buildings
you could hurt, you could do damage to." And they did, he says.
And streaking, a 70s pastime
favorite, also added to Madison's
excitement.
Buckhantz laments what he
calls JMU's current "sanitary"

... of Qeorgetown talk about
the Hoyas . . .
party scene. "For instance, you've
got all your fraternities and sororities on the lake in those buildings
you couldn't hurt if you stuck a
stick of dynamite in them," he
says. "None of that was there
when I was there."
Buckhantz also had fun moonlighting as a referee for the
Shenandoah Valley Officials
Association. There he got the
chance to officiate high school
games when Ralph Sampson
played for Harrisonburg High
School. "All he did was stand
under the basket and swat people
away," Buckhantz says, laughing.
In 1977, while still a Madison
student, Buckhantz began anchor-

ing the 11 p.m. sports for Harrisonburg's ABC affiliate, WHSV.
Starting out at a small station
like Channel 3 gave Buckhantz
the chance to grow as a newsperson, as well as make mistakes.
An embarrassing moment came
late one night at WHSV when,
rushed and behind schedule,
Buckhantz ran a wire service story
about Los Angeles Lakers center
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar without
reading it fully.
However, the piece he got from
the wire service changed from a
sports to a news story in mid-sentence. So he began to read:
"Kareem Abdul-Jabbar of the L.A.
Lakers announced today he will
play the remainder of his career in
Los Angeles. The Lakers, who
were beaten in last year's NBA
championship game by the... LFT
teachers and officials of a parent
organization..."
Says Buckhantz, "1 kept on
reading. I thought 'officials' —
basketball. I kept getting in deeper and deeper." Finally, he recovered from the slip and went on to
the next story.
"I get home that night and my
roommates, who lived at Squire
Hill, said, 'Well, those LFT teachers were pretty tough last year
huh?! Went all the way to the
NBA championship game!"'
Wiser from the experience, and
now about to begin his eighth
year in Washington television,
Buckhantz keeps busy broadcasting sports.
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... on the set of the Sunday
evening show "Sports Extra."
Curio * Summer 1992

But he also makes time for his
first love — play-by-play for
games on radio and television.
Lately, he's been broadcasting
Navy football on WMAL-AM 63
in Washington. "If you didn't
have to eat to stay alive, you'd do
it for free," he says. "Luckily they
pay you for it, which is gravy."
Another big thrill in his broadcasting career came in Atlanta.
Buckhantz received an Emmy
award for his piece on a running
track in Georgia designed for
handicapped people. An added
bonus: the Emmy Awards banquet
was broadcast nationwide on
Turner Broadcasting System, so
his whole family got to watch.
In both television and radio,
Buckhantz enjoys the opportunity
to report on fellow JMU alumni
Gary Clark of the Washington
Redskins, Scott Norwood of the
Buffalo Bills, and Charles Haley
of the San Francisco 49ers.
He lauds Clark as a "little guy
that gets popped, but dishes out as
much punishment as he takes,"
and admires Norwood's "mental
toughness."
Haley, he says, is a "great example of the fact that you don't have
to go to USC or Georgia Tech to
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Despite the highly competitive television market, Buckhantz and
NBC's "Sports Machine" sportscaster Qeorge Michael make an effort
to maintain friendships — and play for the camera.
be a great football player."
And he's just as opinionated
about JMU basketball. "They've
got some great players," says
Buckhantz. However, "they are
about one or two seasoned players
away from being a consistent
NCAA competitor."

*■
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Even with his hectic schedule in telvision and radio broadcasting,
Buckhantz still finds time to give back to JMU.
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He also gives a warning. "I
understand you have to play the
powers to attract the kids to come
to school there, but at some point
you've got to beat them, too," he
says, noting JMU losses to such
national powerhouses as Georgia
Tech and UNLV.
For young broadcasters, Buckhantz has some simple advice:
start early and don't be afraid to
start small. And don't think a
degree from James Madison will
help or hinder.
"When you apply for a job in
television, all they want to see is
what you look like on the air,"
Buckhantz says wryly. "They don't
care whether you went to Madison or the Washington School for
Secretaries."
John Houston Parmelee is a native
Washingtonian, graduating in May
with a political science degree. He
interned at NBC and Kiplinger's
Personal Finance Magazine. He
will begin graduate study this fall at
either Columbia University or the
University of Virginia.
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Awe ight
Dreams of playbench
ing in the NFL
sits in
didn't begin until
the cenhis junior year
ter of a basement
when head footroom of the spaball coach Chalcious Northern
lacc McMillin had
s>
Virginia home.
his football playOne wa 11 of the
1 n
ers fill out index
room is lined with
cards setting permirrors, and on
sonal and footthe opposite wall Norwood's basement is filled with memorabilia from his career.
ball-related goals.
are shelves
"I wrote
filled with
down that
National
I wanted
Football
to play proscore
League Keeping
fcssional
game balls
football,"
— each painted with team icons,
Norwood says. "That was the first
scores, dates and the reason for
JMU grad Scott
time I started to focus on it.
the presentation of the ball. Next
That's what setting goals is all
to the shelves hang photographs,
Norwood makes his
about. You write them down and
drawings and a framed jersey from
that's when you really intend to
mark as a kicker for
the 1988 Pro Bowl.
achieve them."
Scott Norwood's face glows red
McMillin, the Dukes' head
the Buffalo Bills
as he picks up one of the footballs
football coach from 1972-1984,
and explains that it was given to
describes Norwood as a quiet and
him when he kicked a game-winArticle by
reserved man off the field, but a
ning field goal for his team, the
footbally player who was respected
Laura L. Hutchison
Buffalo Bills.
by his teammates.
Standing in a room surrounded
"1 thought Scott was a very
by awards, Norwood's modesty
Photography by
good kicker and certainly had the
seems unjustified. But this 31potential to make it in the NFL,"
Stephen Richardson
ycar-old star kicker almost didn't
McMillin says. "But very few peoplay football.
"What I'd do is practice soccer,
ple actually make it. Scott was
He never kicked a field goal
run over for the special teams very persistent and an extremely
until he was a senior at Thomas practice for football, and then go hard worker. He kept believing in
Jefferson High School in Alexanback to soccer," he says.
himself and got the opportunities
dria, Va. He went to college not
As a sophomore, Norwood
and made the best of them."
even intending to play football.
decided to concentrate on footThough Norwood led the
"I was All-Regional my senior ball. Playing two sports in one
Dukes in scoring throughout his
year in high school, but I had season and trying to keep up with
college career, he says he didn't
planned on giving it up," he says.
his studies as a business adminisreally begin to kick well until
"1 went to JMU to play soccer and
tration major became too much.
after he graduated from JMU in
to study."
"The big thing was that football
1982 — when he was one of the
One of the football coaches was was something new for me — it first JMU players ever to be draftfamiliar with Norwood's perfor- was a new challenge," he says. "1
ed into the NFL. He was drafted
mance in high school, and asked had kind of leveled off in soccer,
by the Atlanta Falcons.
him to try playing football and
and 1 didn't enjoy it as much as 1
"As 1 look back on college, I
soccer in the same season.
used to."
did not have a terrific career," he
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says. "I wasn't some great AllAmerican; I had a very average
career at JMU.
"The way I kicked when I was
in college, some people might
have said I didn't have any business setting a goal like playing in
the NFL. But I knew I had the
ability. It was just a matter of
working hard, and I never had a
problem putting the work in."
Norwood says he was drafted by
the Falcons to pressure their primary kicker. He was cut at the
end of the training camp, but said
that the experience only made
him more determined to make it
in the NFL.
He then went to the United
States Football League, where he
played for the Birmingham Stallions in 1983 and 1984. He then
began looking for a NFL team
that needed a kicker. At the Bills'
training camp in 1985, he edged
out eight other kickers to earn his
position, and he's been with the
team ever since.
In his NFL career, Norwood has
made 72 percent of his field goals.
In 1988, he was selected as an
All-Pro when he topped the
league in scoring (129 points) and
field goals (32 of 37). In 1989, he
finished the season tied for second
in the AFC in scoring with 115
points — surpassing O.J. Simpson
as the Bills' all-time leading scorer. And in 1990, he scored more
than 100 points for the third consecutive year. In April 1992, Norwood returned to Harrisonburg to
be inducted into the JMU Sports
Hall of Fame.
He has also helped the Bills to
two AFC championships and
Super Bowl appearances in 1991
and 1992.
"When I think of the Super
Bowl, I just think of all the surSummer 1992 • Curio

rounding hype," he says. "It goes
beyond what your normal football
games are during the course of the
year. It's a production made for
TV — the game is almost secondary. There's more excitement,
you get more goosebumps, there's
more pressure.
"In the end, the game is played
the same. The field's still 100

yards long. I don't change the way
I kick the football in that game as
opposed to how I do it during the
course of the season."
But the Super Bowl appearances and the awards hide the fact
that Norwood's football career has
not always been fun and games.
"It's just the way sports are," he
says. "You can't always be at the

3

One of Norwood's newest off-season hobbies is playing pool.
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top of your profession. You go
through ups and downs all the
time in different ways."
Norwood says that the toughest
part of his football career was
missing the field goal last year
that could have given the Bills a
Super Bowl championship over
the New York Giants.
"The biggest dip in my career,
of course, would be last year at the
Super Bowl. I've been over and

over that even during this season.
I tell people it was a tough kick
that I was faced with at the end of
last year — 47- or 48-yard field
goals are made less than 50 percent of the time. It's just the situation the miss occurred in that
really made things tough."
But it's things like being selected for the Pro Bowl and playing in
the Super Bowl that make football
fun for Norwood.
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Courtesy of Scott Norwood
Norwood has been the Bills' kicker since the 1985 training camp.
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"I've always been very consistent kicking," he says. "Of course,
the biggest year I had was going to
the Pro Bowl. I made 32 out of 37
field goals and won every award a
kicker could win. It was great.
"The Pro Bowl is really not a
game where the guys go out and
compete very hard. They don't
pay you a lot of money to play,
and a lot of the players are just
very cautious because they're trying not to get injured. The game
is going through the motions, but
it's a lot of fun. Just to be included
in a team like that where you look
around and there's superstars
everywhere is nice. To be able to
do it once in my career meant a
great deal."
Norwood says he has seen it all
in his decade-long football career.
"I've gotten to experience it all
in my career and it's been nice,"
he says. "I was with the team
when it was just the doormat of
the league in '85, to being a great
contender in the past couple of
years. It's been very rewarding. I
couldn't ask for anything more."
But Norwood says his achievements are not all his own. He has
kept in close touch with
McMillin, a man Norwood says
greatly influenced his life and his
career. Norwood even got Super
Bowl tickets for the coach and his
wife this year.
"You meet a lot of people in
your life that affect you in certain
ways, some more profoundly than
others, and he's somebody that
really has his priorities in order in
life. I listened to him. I was one of
those guys — when he was talking
to 80 football players and he
didn't know who was listening —
I just happened to be one of those
guys who was in that room listening to him."
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season, but will make their
But football does not
consume Norwood's life,
home in Northern Virhe says, and he realizes the
ginia when Norwood
leaves football. In the
importance of contributing to the community.
meantime, he says they
When he signed a new
spend part of the off-season every year traveling.
contract with the Bills
»1M III
after his Pro Bowl appearAnd when his career
ance, he began working
finally does come to an
with Camp Good Days
end, it is not the Super
and Special Times, an organiza- He always emphasized keeping the
Bowls or game-winning kicks that
tion in New York for children big picture in mind.
Norwood says he will remember.
"Even though I've played footwith cancer. Some of the funds he
"A lot of people always ask me,
ball
for
10
years,
I've
carried
that
has donated have been used to
'What was your greatest day as a
degree with me and I didn't let my
build a miniature golf course,
Buffalo Bill?"' he says. "You could
mind just turn to bubble gum."
which the camp dedicated to him.
talk about the Pro Bowl or gameNorwood and his wife of three winners, but I always tell them
Now Norwood gives the camp
years, Kim, live in a condominium
$200 for every field goal he kicks.
that the greatest day was the
in New York during the football
"The camp is a time where the
morning I woke up and one of the
kids can just set aside all
other players at the camp
r
their problems as much as
••i
said that they released the
they can and just enjoy," he
i
other two or three kickers
says. "A lot of them are in i
and I was the only one left.
environments where they're
It was such an exciting
the only kid in the neightime for me because it was
borhood who is sick and
such a difficult thing being
. i
they're looked upon a little
on the outside looking in,
differently. The camp is a
trying to make one of 28
X
place that they can go and
positions in the world as a
everybody else is afflicted
kicker in the NFL.
m
K
with the cancer, too. It's
"There have been a lot of
amazing to see how they
great times and some tough
develop during the course
times also in my career.
of the camp."
But that was a time that I
Many of the campers
was real young and real
who overcome their disvivid and I will never for-- get when I made that footeases return to the camp
later on as counselors.
ball team."
The pleasure Norwood
/,
gets from this kind of giving will continue long after
Laura L. Hutchison is a Cohis football career is over,
Executive Editor of CURIO,
he says.
and has worked at The Breeze
"I've always kept in mind
for three years. She is a senior
t
that a day would come
communication and English
when football would be
major, graduating with honover," he says. "Fortunately,
ors. She will be working as a
reporter for the Culpeper
I took Coach McMillin's
advice and stressed my edu- Though he is a pro football player now, Norwood Star-Exponent after graduating in May.
cation and got my degree. doesn't forget his JMU roots.
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Woodstock Tower offers a heightened perspective of the Valley
Article and Photography by B.C. Sheetz
The scene could be a model builder's dream.
Real houses appear as though they can be
moved easily from place to place. Cars,
toy-like, move slowly on ribbons of grey
road. Herds of seemingly miniature cattle graze in
slow motion on patches of land, separated by shrublike trees. And through the foreground, an apparently motionless stream reflects sunlight as would a
piece of blue stained glass, cut out to fit around the
landscape's contours.
The view described above is one that any visitor
to the Shenandoah Valley can get without climbing
a mountain or hitching a ride on the Goodyear
Blimp. In fact, it's available for viewing at no charge,
day or night and nearly year 'round, from the
Woodstock Tower.
The four-story wood- and angle-iron structure was
built in 1935 by the Civilian Conservation Corps
with funds from the Woodstock Chamber of
Commerce. The Corps was formed by Congress during the Great Depression as a way to provide young,
single men with work and three square meals a day.
The workers roughed it, living in tent camps at
places such as Wolf Gap, W.Va., and Edinburg's
Camp Roosevelts.
According to James R. Wilkins of Winchester, a
supervisor at Camp Roosevelt for the U.S. Forest
Below: The view from the tower's west side.

Service, a dozen or so men used mostly hand tools
and toiled three months to build the road, the trail
to the rower and the structure itself. Wilkins still
clearly recalls the project after more than 50 years.
"We had to carry [the tower] up the trail piece-bypiece and put it up in sections," Wilkins says. "We
put the steps up as we went up, and then, when we
got to the top, we put the canopy on it."
The finished road and trail to the site were primitive, and the approach to the tower's 2,000-foothigh location was steep even by today's standards.
Wilkins says some of the tower's earliest visitors,
"flatlanders" as he calls them, were overwhelmed by
the thought of descending from the site.
"A few even had to be rescued," he says.
Although it was used to support fire-fighting
efforts in the late '60s, the tower's original purpose
was not, as its visitors might guess, to provide a vantage point for forest fire spotters.
Instead, it was built for the purpose it has faithfully provided for more than half a century — to offer
an expansive and unparalleled view of what many
call "The Valley of Virginia." Wilkins says the
Woodstock Tower is the only one in the area that
was built solely for recreational purposes.
Bill Kruszka, a recreation technician for the
George Washington National Forest's Lee Ranger
District, oversees the area of the forest where the
tower stands. He says thousands of people come to
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see the view from the tower each year — almost
Shenandoah River" are spelled out on a metal plate
in beads of melted iron. A similar plate on the east
7,000 people visited the site in 1991.
"On a clear day, the view extends as far north as
side reads, "Fort Valley." These plates give visitors an
Winchester, south beyond Edinburg, west to the
opportunity to put names with the views.
Alleghenies and east past the Fort Valley to the Blue
To the south, the view extends along the spine of
Ridge
Mountains,"
Massanutten Mountain
Kruszka says.
toward Edinburg Gap.
He also says a treeTo the east, past the
less spot below the
Fort Valley, stand the
tower is a popular
Blue Ridge Mountains.
launching site for hang
Toward
the
north,
gliders. Strapping into
Massanutten Mountain
wings of aluminum and
continues toward Signal
nylon, these daredevils
Knob.
take to the sky along
The widest view is to
with the birds that call
the west, where the
the area home.
Allegheny Mountains
"On a good wind day
and West Virginia are
we may have as many
seen in the distance.
as 30 to 35 hang gliders
The
whole
Valley
up there," Kruszka says.
appears as if rolled out
If they touch down
on a green carpet for the
short of the open farm
viewer's
inspection.
m
fields below, the gliders
But many first-time
r
face may be drenched
visitors to the site can
in one of the Seven
only stare in awe and
Bends
of
the
adopt a reverent silence
Shenandoah River's
while standing on the
North Fork. The river
tower's platform.
runs along the foot of
Then they notice the
the mountain on its
scene's intricate detail,
way to a rendezvous
staring as if admiring a
with the Potomac at
fine painting.
Harper's Ferry, W.Va.
The experience is one
The Woodstock Tower as it appears from the trail
Today, the tower is
of those that seems to
easily reached from Interstate 81 or U.S. 11 by folsurpass the expectations of most visitors.
lowing directions on a sign at the Woodstock
A visitor can only guess how many thousands of
Shopping Center.
boy scouts, families, lovers and solitary souls have
The only challenge to reaching the top of the
left the tower with its view indelibly etched into
structure is its three flights of fire escape-style stairs.
their own memories.
But the effort expended climbing them is quickly
and generously rewarded by the view.
B.C. Sheetz is a senior communication and English
On the floor of the tower's 12-by-12-foot wooden
major. He has interned with The Winchester Star and
and steel platform, the words "Seven Bends of the
will pursue a career in journalism following graduation.
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JMU professor moonlights in the sky
Article by Robyn Williams Photography by Derek Carbonneau

Photo courtesy of Otto Brenner
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Dr. Otto Brenner pilots another
balloon flight for a picturesque view of
the Shenandoah Valley's countryside.

h

Hot air ballooning. It is
a different view of the
Shenandoah Valley,
soaring over quilted
patches of farmland and towns
encircled by mountain ranges.
Despite the elevation, the sounds
of cows and dogs below echo in
the still air and only the
occasional roar of flame interrupts
the tranquility.
The pilot of this flight, Dr.
Otto Brenner, calls ballooning
flight without wings. This 58year-old
professor
teaches
management students at James
Madison University, but when
he's not in the classroom, his
attention turns toward the skies.
"When 1 get done with a good
balloon flight, I come back feeling
like a million bucks," he says.
Brenner began commercial
flight in 1977 and now holds 19
aviation licenses and ratings.
After receiving his ballooning
license in 1990, he decided to
invest in a side business. With
John King, 37, of Harrisonburg,
Brenner formed the first hot air
ballooning enterprise in the
34

Shenandoah Valley.
The duo met at Shenandoah
Valley Regional Airport, and then
Brenner began teaching King to
fly gliders.
"When I decided I was going to
get a balloon license, I invited
[King] along to crew one day,"
Brenner says. "When he saw me
up there flying and having all that
fun, he decided he might want to
get into it, too."
Quality Ballooning Inc. started
in January 1991 with a balloon
that cost about $22,000.
Now, customers can soar over
the Valley in the Midnight Sun, a
black balloon with bright orange,
red and yellow markings that
towers seven stories high. During
these cloud-skimming rides,
homes look like miniature
Monopoly pieces and cars travel
as brightly colored dots along
pieces of winding country roads.
Brenner and King launched 33
such flights last year, but Brenner
anticipates more this year because
of increased advertising and word
of mouth.
So far, Quality Ballooning Inc.

has a diverse clientele, and
Brenner is always open to further
expansion.
"I saw a TV show not long ago
with a couple getting married in a
balloon, which we would do too,"
Brenner says. "If a bride and
groom want to get in with a
preacher, yeah, we'll marry them
in the balloon."
Ballooning isn't for everyone,
though. George Megaw is an
airplane pilot, but disliked his first
and only balloon flight.
"I didn't care for the feeling of
not being enclosed," Megaw says.
Now Megaw stays on the
ground, sometimes working crew
for Brenner. The crew follows the
balloon with a trailer for the
soon-to-be disassembled balloon
and a van to transport everyone
back to the airport.
Passengers must each pay $125
for about 90 minutes of breathtaking flight. An electronic
altitude reader in the basket
shows guests their exact elevation,
which ranges from 1,000 to 3,000
feet. The basket can hold five
people, including the pilot, but
Curio • Summer 1992

"we limit it to four since with five
people you rub shoulders a little
too close," Brenner says.
The balloon can loft upward to
an altitude of 13,000 feet — about
two and a half miles high — while
airplanes generally cruise between
30,000 and 40,000 feet.
"We do have a motor in the
balloon," he says, "but basically
it's the heat, the flames, from the
propane burners that keeps us up."
Ballooning is dependent on
weather reports. Thermals —
rising currents of warm air — and
turbulence can spell disaster for
balloon pilots.
"In ballooning, you try to avoid
thermals because the balloon
becomes almost impossible to
control," Brenner says. "That's
why all of your balloon flights are
early in the morning or late at
night when the thermal activity
has died down."
Evening flights with the moon's
early rising helped inspire the
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Crew member David Kihlmire (I) and Brenner inflate Midnight Sun.
balloon's name. Its black color not
only fits the name, it also holds
heat better than lighter colors,
Brenner says. This heat retention
provides for less fuel consumption
and longer flights for customers.
Midnight Sun's flights depart
from the Shenandoah Valley
Regional Airport in Weyers Cave,
and Brenner usually lands the
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Blasts of heat into the envelope propel the basket to even higher altitudes.
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balloon in open fields.
Neighbors often gather to
watch
the
balloon
land,
sometimes in their own yards.
"You don't have much choice
on landing," he says. "People in
the Valley have been very nice.
We've had no complaints from
anybody. Its like a town meeting
in some places."
Brenner and King try to pay
back some of that kindness. Last
year they donated a hot air
balloon ride to Wayland Grammar
School, outside Bridgewater.
Students pledged to read 600,000
pages of books, and the prize was a
ride for their assistant principal
and height-fearing principal.
Local televison stations covered
the event.
But Brenner says that type of
media attention was unexpected.
"That part of it actually
surprised me," he says. "The
balloon is hard to hide. When we
fly a balloon over the Valley here,
everybody sees it."
Midnight Sun made additional
appearances at air shows in Hot
Springs and the Shenandoah
Valley Regional Airport. When
deflated,
the
balloon
is
transported to New Jersey for its
annual inspection by a Federal
Aviation Administration certified
mechanic, Brenner says.
Even though a balloon passes
the annual FAA inspection, there
are still risks involved.
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"There's danger in any kind of
flight, just like there is in
driving," Brenner says. "Actually
ballooning is less dangerous than
gliders and more dangerous than
airplanes. There's always danger,
but not enough where anyone has
to worry."
Rosemary Brenner doesn't
share her husband's enthusiasm
for flying.
"She's not crazy about flying at
all," Brenner says. "She made
believe she was before we got
married. Maybe that was so I'd
marry her, I don't know.
"She doesn't fly nearly as much
now as she did before we got
married," he says.
But his love for flight has not
diminished, and he says he is

constantly looking for new and
exciting challenges.
Last summer, he and David
Ingram of Mount Crawford
became the first pilots known to
cross the Atlantic in a light plane
following both the tropical and
arctic routes. From June 28 to July
7, 1991, Ingram's 1972 twinengine Piper Seneca reached a
new destination daily. The two
pilots spent 68 hours covering the
10,000 miles.
Having flown all forms of
aerial transport, except blimps,
Brenner will try piloting Florida's
Sea World blimp this summer.
"You name it, I fly it," he says.
But -he may never forget
learning to balloon.
On Brenner's second solo flight

in Roseland, Va., daylight
disappeared and he had to land
anywhere not covered by woods.
A diminished flame and high
winds forced an emergency
landing in his own instructor's
backyard. Brenner unintentionally
accomplished this feat that his
instructor had unsuccessfully
attempted many, many times.
Like a poster in his office says,
Brenner and Midnight Sun "rise
above the ordinary."
"Ballooning, I guess, is the
oddest kind of flying," he says.

Robyn Williams is a senior
communication and sociology major
from Springfield, Va. She will
graduate with honors in May.
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After descending on an Elkton farm, Brenner, crew member David Ingram, neighbor Herman Burkett and crew
member Andy Wonderley deflate and pack the balloon to head back to the Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport.
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Rachel Diencr has the perfect job. She never has to
leave the security of her ,
Linville
home.
She
doesn't have to wear a stuffy suit or
j-mp-Knmpsearch for a pair of good hose each i
morning after getting breakfast
on the table for her husband and PoAJWhCu JLnoAm^ aJjvxwJOoujtAj o~^
four children.
Some would say it's not a job at all.
uuJbuuxjJjubru
^Jthju
But for Rachel, educating her children at home
is not only the best job she's ever had, but also the
Article By Robyn L. Davis
only career she wants.
Photography By Stephen Richardson
"I love being my own boss," Rachel says.
Rachel has done what other families in the Valley
Graphics By Marni Penning
have done after a dissatisfying encounter with the
school system. While many educate their children at people in the classroom, learning becomes boring,"
home for religious reasons, Rachel's concerns are Rachel says. "They learn to hate learning."
academic. She joins 300,000 families nationwide
Rachel has a degree in elementary school educawho educate their children at home, according to
tion and even taught briefly in a private school.
the September 1991 issue of Money magazine.
"The longer I'm at home teaching, the more I realRachel started her "business"
ize I could never go back to teachnine years ago when her children
ing in the public schools," Rachel
came home crying from their initial
says. "My convictions have totally
days of first grade. Jonas and Sarah,
changed. I just do not believe in
•V
her two oldest, were enrolled in a
what public schools are doing." ::
local public school. While Rachel's
a
The beginnings of home schoolchildren could already read, the rest
ing were rough for her and the
of the children were learning the
children. Rachel rhoyrp"
alphabet — one letter per week.
tional approach was necessary for
"I really didn't sec any value in
her children to learn.
what they were trying to do in the
"When I started doing this, I
schools and so I just took them out,
really didn't know what I was
and they've been out ever since,"
doing," Rachel says. "I tried to
Rachel says. "The more I do it the
teach. I made little worksheets for
more I'm convinced that my chilthem tO do." - :
dren can do better on their own."
After three days of trying to
Sarah, now 13, still remembers
make her children sit down and do
the experiences of her first-grade
the worksheets, she discovered
year.
"what they were doing was a lot
"They gave us a picture of a duck
more valuable than what I was tryto color," Sarah remembers. "I don't tt. „ „
,
, c.
ing to teach them," Rachel says.
Victor teaches math to Stephanie.
really think that us very creative.
She found her son working on
You don't learn anything from coloring a duck you
math with a pair of dice one morning when she tried
didn't draw."
to get him to do a set of math problems.
Rachel read voraciously to her children when they
"Why in the world am 1 asking him to do this on
were younger. Three of the four learned to read by paper when he is doing it himself?" Rachel recalls
the time they were four years old. They had outthinking at the time.
grown the classroom before they entered it.
Now, her children practically make their own cur"In school, just by the mere fact that there are 30
riculum. Jonas, now 15 and in the ninth grade, studCurio • Summer 1992
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ies computers extensively. He
has set his own schedule, usually staying up late at night
working on his computer and
then sleeping past noon.
"That was kind of hard for
me at first," Rachel says. "I
thought, 'You're not supposed
to stay up all night and sleep
all day.' But it's his way of preserving his autonomy and
independence."
Her children are free to get
up in the morning when they
I
like, and all but Jonas are usually up by 9 a.m. and working
on their reading for the week.
The children work through
books from the public library.
Sarah, age 13, likes science
fiction books, as well as readm
ing about birds.
The absence of a structured
curriculum hasn't hurt her
Family time: the Ludlums interact while enjoying individual pursuits.
children's education, Rachel
and consideration, the Ludlums decided to take their
says. They score in the 90th percentile on the stanchildren out of Faith Bible and try home schooling.
dardized tests that measure academic progress every
Their children, Grace and Stephanie, were lookyear. Jonas is evaluated by a teacher that the
ing for a way out of the school environment.
Rockingham County school system sends to their
Grace was weak in math in the fourth grade. She
house once each year.
was not able to understand multiplication, and no
And, she says, her children don't lack social skills.
one at the school had time to help her figure it out.
"I've had so many adults compliment my children
Because of the individual attention she received
on how well they talk to them," Rachel says. "My
at
home,
Grace began to understand math.
children can hold a conversation. We interact here.
"My
friends
at school thought that I was miserable
We know how to talk to each other."
and
not
learning
anything," Grace says. "There were
Her children have found friends among the other
several
incidents
when they tried to convince me to
home-schooled children in their support group. The
come back to school."
group never adopted a name, but meets once a
It was a tempting suggestion. In the eighth grade,
month. It was formed as a split from the Valley
Grace begged her mother every day to let her go
Home Educators, whose purpose was strongly reliback to school, and her sister Stephanie chimed in
gious, Rachel says.
at the same time.
Though the drawbacks are few, Rachel says she
So the Ludlums told Grace and Stephanie that the
does get tired of being with the children all the time.
next
year they could go back to their old school if
Also, the family has had to cut the fringes from
they
still
wanted.
their budget, since Rachel cannot hold a job outside
"When
I actually did get the decision next year, I
the home. She babysits during the day to supplement
decided to stay home," Stephanie says. And Grace
her husband's income.
did, too.
While Rachel's children set their own schedule,
"Mom put up with a lot that year," Grace says.
other families have fairly regular hours for school.
One of the criticisms of home schooling is that
Victor and Fran Ludlum of Weyers Cave let their
children miss out on the social aspects of education.
children do their own work and have found that
Grace and Stephanie dismiss that.
they often finish school in the morning, leaving
"It doesn't matter if you have a few friends if you
their afternoons free for other activities.
have
deep relationships," Grace says.
They began home schooling seven years ago when
The
girls say they've made closer friendships with
the principal of Faith Bible Christian Academy
others in their church youth group and feel that
approached them about participating in a nationtheir experiences at home have made them mature
wide experiment on home schooling. After prayer
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Rachel Diener's son, Alex uses
legos as part of his curriculum.

more quickly
"Just
being different
and being home
schooled has
made me more
bold, but not in
a defensive way,"
Grace says. "It's
made me try new
things and be
more self-reliant."
For Victor,
home schooling
has strengthened his relationship with
his daughters
and his family
as a whole.
"Home schooling forces the
father to be
more a part of
t^e famiiy out
necessity,"

Victor says. "Everybody has got to be on the team or
it can become too much for the wife."
Parents who choose to home school their children cite an enormous list of advantages about their
choice. But a few drawbacks do exist when it comes
to applying for college.
John Blackburg, dean of admissions at the
University of Virginia, said the university does consider students who are home schooled and has
admitted some in the past.
"Its difficult to know what the background is and
that is the difficulty any admissions committee has
in determining their status," Blackburn says. "It's not
just a matter of how we think they will perform, it's
how competitive the person is."
Because committees have difficulty evaluating
each person's curriculum individually, "unfortunately, it often comes down to relying heavily on standardized test scores," Blackburn says. The university
requires SAT and three achievement test scores.
The committee questions how a home-schooled
student will get along outside the classroom.
"We wonder about the socialization of a student
who hasn't had the interaction with other students
in seminars and such," Blackburn says.
Alan Cerveny, director of James Madison
University's admissions office, says, "We would treat
a home-schooled applicant the same as any other
applicant. The difficulty would come in some situations where that particular applicant may not have
gotten as strong a program as someone at a public or
Summer 1992 • Curio

private school."
Cerveny says home-schooled students may miss an
important part of their education. "Students learn
from their peers as well as their instructors,"
Cerveny says.
Officials in several area school systems say that
home-schooling is often beneficial academically, but
that students miss opportunities to make friends and
learn social skills.
Mary Ann Gentry, Shenandoah County's school
social worker, says home-schooled students fail to
learn about group dynamics in some cases, and
develop unrealistic expectations of others.
Home-schooled children have a "sense that they
need and ought to have one-on-one attention from
somebody, when in fact, when they get older, life
doesn't work that way," Gentry says.
She is quick to add that academically, there are
advantages to the individualized curriculums.
"Most of these kids are pretty bright," Gentry says.
There are about 35 home-schooled children in
Shenandoah county, Gentry says.
Jack Cavanaugh, supervisor of pupil support services for Harrisonburg City Schools, says seven families within the city limits home school. About 10
others have religious exemptions from education.
Cavanaugh says that parents who home school
their children must meet one of four qualifications:
they must have a baccalaurate degree, be a certified
teacher, have their children enrolled in a correspondence course, or present a written program. Those
who meet one of the four qualifications can present
a letter to the school board, which is subject to
approval by the board and the superintendent.
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Sarah Diener plays with the cockatoos she and her
brothers raise and sell as part of their education.
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Some people obtain religious exemptions from
education. Frequently, such exemptions are requested because of an objection to the curriculum taught
in the school system. Once a religious exemption is
granted, the school system has no further contact
with the family.
Once a year, home-schooled students have to
make a 40 percent score on a standardized test
administered by the public schools, or an equivalent
test given by the parents. Children who don't pass
may have to be put back into the classroom.
Martin Auville, general supervisor of Rockingham
County schools, says 60 children are home schooled,
and 60 more families have religious exemptions.
"In general, home schoolers do a very good job
with their children," Auville says. "They test well
and I have no qualms with it."
Susan Teter is president of Valley Home
Educators, a group designed to pool resources and
promote Christian values among home-schoolers in
the area. The seven-year-old group has about 50
members from area counties. Susan has been teaching her two children at home for five years.
"Quite frankly, my first reason for home schooling
my kids was not Christian conviction," Susan says.

In

a

Class

By

"I was more concerned that a five-year-old had to
spend his whole day in school" and miss eight hours
of parental interaction.
"As we became aware of what was going on in the
public schools, it became more of a Christian conviction," Susan says.
Susan was troubled by lack of references to God
and Christian morals in texts. "I think they have
taken away a lot of the heritage of our children."
And the task of a school teacher seemed so enormous that no one could reach every student.
"Its a really hard thing to meet all the needs each
child has," Susan says. "Not that it's the teacher's
fault. There are some teachers that have a real gift
with that, but they just don't have time."
Susan isn't bothered that her children are missing
day-to-day interaction with peers. In fact, it helps
their behavior, she says.
"There's a lot to be said about the old one-room
schoolhouse where the older ones served as role
models for the younger ones," Susan says. She says
she often receives compliments on her children's
behavior, and the fact that her children can hold
conversations with those of all ages.
Holly Cooley, who lives in Woodstock, educates

Himself

Home-schooled student takes honors at international science fair
Joseph Salyards is 17 years old, a bit shy, with a
water is safe to dump back into rivers,
smattering of freckles on his fair cheeks and the
"People have told me this is a good idea,"
mannerisms of a teen exiting an awkward stage of
Joseph says, a bit of bashfulness and modesty in his
life. He likes to shoot pool,
voice. "I don't know. It's
hunt and fish on days off M
^
PM
I worked sufficiently for me and
from school and work.
does the things 1 want
to do.
The traditional part of Ivk
A lot of testing needs to be
his life ends there. His
done ... It's very costly."
background and interests
Norman Garrison, a biology
make him a mix of boyish
professor at James Madison
face and genius intellect.
University, gives Joseph advice
Joseph, a home-schooled
on his experiments,
high school junior who
Garrison met him when
lives in New Market, Ml
Joseph stopped by his office
spends his time working on
®
\l \mLL.
three years ago, looking for
science projects. One pro^
help on a project and information
ject involves making runoff
about the annual JMU sciwater from landfills pure. A
ence fair.
predecessor to that project
"For a student his age to be
was one where waste water
.
.
doing what he is doing is pheis turned into drinking Joseph works on a science project.
nomenal," Garrison says. "His
water. Though most people wouldn't want to drink
work is useful. It addresses problems we are facing,
it, Joseph says he just wants to make sure the
"He will make a difference in the world because
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Jonas Diener, 15, puts together a science project
on a workbench he made.

he is very sharp and a hard worker."
Last year's purifying waste water project took
first in the regional, state and national competitions, and fourth internationally. He won research
trips to Colorado, Georgia, South Carolina,
Florida, New Mexico and Wyoming.
He learned techniques and ideas on these trips
that have helped him inch toward perfecting a
solar-powered water purifier for homes.
And the only reason he has the time to pursue
his avid interests is because he is home schooled.
"I couldn't do any of this if I was in high school
because it takes too much time," Joseph says.
He has been home-schooled for four years. He is
currently finishing his course work as a high
school junior, and taking engineering classes at
Lord Fairfax Community College in Middletown.
His week begins at 7:30 a.m. Monday. He gets
home late every night after a day's classes and
studying. Fridays and Saturdays are free of classes,
so he uses that time for research.
Now, he wants to sell his waste water and landfill technologies, in hopes of financing his education at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
"All I have now is the process," Joseph says,
modestly. "I believe hundreds of improvements
could be made to it."
He began competing in science fairs in the
fourth grade. He won first in the regional fair that
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her son Nathan at home. Her other son, Benjamin,
isn't old enough to attend school yet.
"I think parents know their children best," she
says. "A tutorial situation is the best there can be."
Her main reason for home-schooling is that she
wanted to pass on her beliefs to her children.
"We can instill those morals better in him than
the school does," Cooley says.
Cooley uses curriculum from Bob Jones University
Press, wbich costs about $350 for a year.
Pat Bowers, a former junior high and high school
teacher began educating her three children at home
when she continually noticed inconsistencies in the
schools. That was three years ago.
"I had been giving my best to someone else's kids
when my kids needed my best," Pat says.
And she feels they are equipped for life.
"Its like preparing an army; you don't send them
out until you've trained them," Pat says.

Robyn L. Davis is a campus correspondent for The New
'York Times and The Richmond News Leader. She will
intern at The Virginian-Pilot in Norfolk this summer
and will graduate in 1993.

year and has done so every year since. In the
ninth grade, he began going to JMU for fairs,
where he has won first place in his category
every year.
Joseph's passion for science and research consumes much of his time and most of his interest.
Joseph's mother, Joy, tells how he turned down a
date to a local dance, telling the girl he had to
stay home and work on his sewage treatment
project. To Joseph, it was a logical statement.
"Jodie's science fair projects are a wonderful
blessing to us," Joy says. "He stays busy on it and
is out fiddling with it in the shed and he's not
out running the road. He talks to professors at
JMU who can make a positive impact."
These other scientists have become his
friends, Joseph says. "The people who I mainly
speak to are 10 years older than me," he says. "I
do have a few friends, but I believe I'm left out
in that area.
"I guess if I wasn't so involved in science and
everything I would be better socially."
He collects books, toys and model cars. And
there's a place in Woodstock that he ventures to
on some Friday nights to play pool. Then, he's
not a scientist at all. He's just "Jodie" there, for a
few hours.
Then its back to adults, experiments and
leachate. But he doesn't seem to mind at all.
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Stepping out onto the cobblestone pavement surrounding Staunton Station, one
enters an era gone by. The hollow sound
of footsteps on the wooden boardwalk is
reminiscent of the old railroad platforms that
at one time were filled with the activities of a
freight yard.
The station, which dates to 1854, has preserved the atmosphere of an old train station.
Two cabooses stand outside in the parking lot,
serving as reminders of the past. Part of the
station is now home to the Depot Grille, a
restaurant opened in August 1990 by Mark
Tinsley, his wife Stephanie, Steve Kiracofe
and Dave Poole.
"This area was the old commerce center in
Staunton and a hub of activity in the 1900s,"
Mark Tinsley says. "We wanted to create the
renaissance of an era here."
Inside, the theme continues. Entering the
restaurant beneath red-and-white awnings, the
high ceiling and dark wood beams of the foyer
tower overhead.
The guests' attention is drawn to an antique
50-foot, redwood bar with a marble and brass
rail. Incandescent lighting from above casts a
warm glow on the bar's mirrored backing and
beveled glass inlays. Built in the 1860s, this
bar once graced the hall of a hotel in Albany,
N.Y, It was purchased at an auction in Atlanta
by Vic Meinert, the owner of the property on
which the Depot Grille stands.
"The bar is a big drawing for the restaurant," Tinsley says.
Antique-lovers are also delighted by the old
shoe-shine chair and the freight scale located
in the main dining room.
Across from the bar is a glassed-in deck,
sheltered by a canvas awning. A large antique
stove with cast iron burners and a ceramic
front warms customers in this dining area.
The kitchen, which was converted from an
actual boxcar, rests on the tracks that come
right up behind the building. "You could roll
our kitchen away and put it on a train,"
Picard says.
The Grille's main dining room has an open
cathedral ceiling with wooden trusses spanning its length above brass ceiling fans. The
booths along the walls have elaborate antique
church pews as seats. Guests make their way
across hardwood planks that creak with age.
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paper so that the guests can eat their seafood in an
authentic fashion. Crayons are also provided, to the
amusement of young and old alike. Some of the
poems or cartoon drawings left by the guests are displayed behind the cash register.
"When I first saw this place, I felt the comfort in
this room," Tinsley says. "With the brick walls and
the old beams, it looked like the type of place that
the people of Staunton would come to dinner at, if
the food was right."
Bill Von Seldeneck, who frequents the restaurant
says, "We come here often because the ambiance is
wonderful."
Tinsley says, "The key was to find the right type of
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The staff prepares the dining room for dinner.
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food and the right type of price range that Staunton
would enjoy and patronize over and over again. We
wanted a menu that was attractive to everyone."
Picard says, "Our freshly-made crabcakes were
originally just a sandwich and we added them to the
menu as a dinner because of how popular they are."
The restaurant's seafood items, such as salmon,
tuna and mahi-mahi are brought in on a daily basis.
They are cut and filleted in-house.
"We don't have any of the fresh fish on the menu;
it's all on a special board, because we don't know
what might be caught," Tinsley says.
Frances Von Seldeneck, says, "The food is delicious, especially the seafood. We usually order the
specials such as the tuna and the salmon."
The Grille serves a "Conductor's
Platter," which consists of crab legs,
steamed shrimp, grilled tuna steak and
a crab cake; and the "Brakeman's
Platter' of fried shrimp, oysters, orange
roughy filet and a crab cake. Specialties
such as the Black Angus kabobs and
the steak and shrimp kabobs also tempt
the appetites of the guests.
If a customer still has room for
dessert, they may want to try the Depot
"Apple Pie" or the "Boxcar Brownie,"
to finish the meal in the railroad
theme.
The Depot Grille's menu is not just
for seafood and steak lovers. They offer
other dishes such as shrimp or chicken
pizza, appetizers and salads. The little
guests aren't forgotten and can choose
something from the kids' menu.
"There is great variety to choose from
— even a picky eater can find something," says restaurant customer Ella
Eavers.
The items on the menu range in price
from $3.95 for appetizers to $18.95 for
the Black Angus Sirloin for two people.
Be it the menu, the reasonable prices
or the atmosphere, the Depot Grille
rm
has begun to attract people from outside of Staunton.
"People have been coming in from
Lake Monticello for the oysters alone
and from as far as Charlottesville just
to eat here," says Depot manager Amie
Hammer.
Tinsley says, "As long as we continue
to offer interesting and good food, we'll
do well."
Tinsley started cooking in restaurants
when he was 21. He worked at White
Star Mills Restaurant in Staunton and
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The front of the Depot Qrille is decorated by a bright red caboose.
later followed the chef to McCormick's Pub and
Restaurant.
"In working for the people at different restaurants,
I've learned what the people of Staunton wanted
and what they didn't want," Tinsley says. "Having
grown up in Staunton and lived here all my life, I
feel like I have a better idea of what Staunton wants
in a restaurant."
Tinsley has passed this knowledge on to the
Grille's staff.
"I don't know when I've ever worked with a better
group of managers and employees," he says. "Most of
the comments I get back are that we have the friendliest people working here."
Guest Karen Knicely says, "The atmosphere is so
nice because the service is always great. The people
who work here are always willing and helpful."
Tinsley says it is important to get as much feedback from the guests as possible. "It's important to
ask your public what they want," he says. "We just
want people to think of the Depot Grille as a good
value, where you always get large portions. If we
continue to do that — give good service and serve
you in a timely manner and you enjoy yourself when
you are here — when you leave you will tell other
people. What we do is to win more customers to
Summer 1992 • Curio

come back."
Guest James Lott says, "It is classy and informal.
We feel comfortable coming dressed up or just casual. Their service is always excellent and it really is
sort of like a family. The staff and the customers sort
of all know each other."
There is usually a wait on Friday and Saturday
nights at the Depot Grille.
"It's a great atmosphere to be in," says bartender
Jen McEinery. "If people have had a bad day, this
can usually change it for them."
Guest Dave Lohrman agrees. "It's a great place to
come and wind down after a stressful day," he says.
"It'll certainly get you in a relaxed mood."
The Depot Grille is located at 42 Middlebrook
Avenue in Staunton at Staunton Station and is open
seven days a week from 11 a.m. to midnight.

Carolyn Underwood, a senior communication major
from Madison, Va., plans to pursue a career in magazine journalism. She hopes to use her international experience and languages acquired during her many years living in Europe.
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Area volunteers tackle road-side litter
Article by Kathryn Peterson Photography by Stephen Richardson
A-Street Program.
Weeping willows stretch across a trickle
Together these programs are sending a diverse
of water dribbling down tan and gray
force of volunteers to clean up the Valley — an army
stones. Evergreen plumes are framed
wearing blaze orange safety vests.
against the confidently blue sky, and
Eric and Ian Kohlenstein go to battle armed with
sunlight glitters on the tar-splattered pavement.
orange trash bags, nails and sticks.
Wildflowers scatter against the curve of the road,
"We pick the trash up by sticking it with nails so
horses canter lazily in tall grasses and herds of cows
we can jab it," says
dot the hills above.
Eric, 14. "They're
In the middle of it all,
hooked
on to long
a red-and-white cup with
sticks
so
it makes it
a plastic top spills the
harder
to
pick
up and
remnants of a milkshake
it's more like a game."
onto the skin of a dead
Ian says, "He's
tire.
better at it than I am."
With scenes like this
The 12-year-old Ian
dotting America's streets
points a sheepish
and highways, even the
thumb at his older
n
most picturesque views
brother
and continues,
decay
into
public
f
"He
always
gets the
eyesores. A line of
most
trash."
respected
businesses
Eric and Ian are the
becomes the backdrop for
children
of Donald
a montage of trash and a
Kohlenstein,
general
grassy hillside provides a
sales manager for the
graveyard for shattered
Sheraton Hotel on
beer bottles and crumpled
East Market Street in
cola cans.
Harrisonburg.
Like people in other
Kohlenstein
parts of the nation, some
sometimes
brings them
groups and individuals in
along
to
help
him and
the Valley have launched
the
other
Sheraton
a campaign to combat
employees who don
roadside littering. The
neon
vests
one
Virginia
Adopt-ASaturday a month to
Highway Program began
do their part in the
in 1988 when news of a
Wilbur Pence Middle School students round up trash.
Harrisonburg Adoptsimilar program in Texas
A-Street Program.
inspired the Virginia
"For
the
kids
it's
like
a treasure hunt,"
Department of Transportation to invite volunteers to
Kohlenstein
says,
leaning
over
a
paper-stacked desk.
tackle the problem of roadside trash, says Steve
"We put the nails on the ends of the sticks because it
Sparks, director of the Virginia Department of
makes it more of a challenge.
Transportation office in Harrisonburg. Since then it
"Besides, only adults would be stupid enough to
has spread to other parts of the nation and to
stick their hands in trash."
individual cities — like Harrisonburg and its Adopt46
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After their work is done, Kohlenstein often treats
his sons to pizza or sandwiches with the employees,
giving them a chance to get acquainted.
"It's always nice when your family can get to know
the people you work with," he says. "It's helped us,
gotten us closer together and then we've in turn
helped our own community be nicer looking."
The outing becomes "a bonding experience," he
says, as people who wouldn't ordinarily spend time
together are given a common objective.
"In any company there are characters,"
Kohlenstein says, a glimmer of humor in his placid
blue eyes. "What this project does is to bring the
characters from one station together with characters
in another. Every station has its prima donnas, for
instance, but this project brings them and everyone
else back to the same level. It's kind of hard to be
cool when you're picking up trash and wearing an
orange day-glo-bib."
Steve Parsons, a resident of Harrisonburg and
member of the First Assembly Church of God,
joined the Adopt-A-Street army two years ago when
he saw an advertisement about it in the newspaper.
"As soon as I saw the program advertised I said,
'that's it!' and I knew that's what we [the church]
needed to do," he says.
Before then, Parsons' 23 years with the National
Forest Service had given him an interest in
conservation and an "obligation to keep the
countryside looking good," he says.
His Christian faith also had influenced him that
"God created the earth for us and we should do our
best to take care of it."
Since then Parsons has committed himself to
regularly cleaning Erickson Avenue, the road that
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Steve Parsons cleans alone.
passes the First Assembly Church of God, and
Garber's Church Road, a rural road that Parsons
characterizes as "farm country."
The combined route is two miles on each side — a
physically challenging four miles of "going up and
down banks and doing a lot of bending over,"
Parsons says.
Before Parsons goes out to clean, he publishes
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JMU's Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma adopted Rt. 710 for their Highway Cleanup route.
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notices in his church bulletin announcing his plans
and encouraging other members to join him. So far
Parsons says he has had a good response, except for
"a time or two when I went out by myself for about
six hours."
In 1990, Parsons collected 29 sacks of garbage in
only three outings and 43 in 1991. "So in only two
years I've collected over 70 bags of litter," he says.
"Now that's a lot of trash."
And there are some rather interesting pieces in all
that trash.
Parsons says he has found old mufflers, tailpipes,
and a large scrap of lumber that "evidently blew off
the back of a transport truck," he says.
For Wilbur Pence Middle School teacher Dot
Shull and her 40-plus young helpers, the most
notable discovery "is the number of beer bottles and
cigarette butts we find in a Mennonite community,"
she says.
Shull is quick to qualify her statement, as she
laughs and adds that "the area we clean is generally
kept fairly neat and the Mennonites are wonderful,
friendly people. One woman even came out of her
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The Sheraton's crew cleans up a sea of tall grass.
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house and offered us water.
"But there's this one tree that is just chock full of
cigarettes and bottles and the like — we think it
must be some kind of a meeting place," she says.
Shull's special education class and the other
Wilbur Pence Middle School special education
classes have adopted the road that goes over Mole
Hill, near Dayton. The Adopt-A-Highway project
has "given the kids a charge," Shull says.
"They're always giggling, laughing and talking,"
she says. "It's a morning of fun for them."
Besides being a good socializing experience, Shull
says that participating in the highway cleanup
program has "taught the students wonderful lessons
about ecology and against littering.
"When you've done this a while you think twice
before you go pitching something out of a car
window," she says. "You know that when you litter,
it's going to end up somewhere for someone to
clean."
And sometimes the items that "end up" on the
roadside provoke speculation and curiosity. Eric
wondered how a pair of red-and-black lace
underwear ended up on the Sheraton's route. He
wasn't quite sure what to do with his find, so he
stuffed it into a bag and joined Ian, who says he was
watching "a fat gopher waddling across the road."
Parsons has never seen a gopher while on his
route, but he says he did have the luck to watch a
deer cross one day.
"That was probably the most exciting and unusual
thing that has ever happened when 1 was out there,"
Parsons says.
For JMU student Lori Janucik, president of Pi
Sigma Epsilon, a professional business fraternity at
James Madison University, a group of horses roaming
near PSE's route were the source of a similar
experience. "I love playing with the horses," she
says. "They're so tame they'll come right up to you."
PSE is only one of many JMU groups that
participate in highway cleanup. Janucik says the
project gives members a chance to shed their
business suits and dress clothes for jeans and sweats
and a worthwhile cause.
"When you're working together on something like
this," she says, "it's easy to get to know each other as
real people.
"It gives you a chance to have something to do
that you wouldn't normally do — something that's
not a part of your daily routine. You can let your
mind take a break."
But cleaning highways is not hazard free, as
Janucik, Parsons, Shull and Kohlenstein are all quick
to point out.
"We have a congested, heavily traveled road,"
Kohlenstein says. "You're up there with the cars
going by — it can be pretty dangerous."
Curio • Summer 1992

Cathy Seal signs to Wilbur Pence Middle School stu

nt Shawn Shifflett.

Deep ditches full of tall grass present another
point of caution. Kohlenstein says a member of his
crew fell down an eight-foot ditch one hot summer
day. "The grass is high so you never know what's in
the ditch — which ultimately results in more fear
than any chance of getting hurt," he says.
And in warm weather, that tall grass can be
crawling with ticks, Shull says with a wry grimace.
"Last season we got about seven or eight ticks off of
kids — they were everywhere!"
Janucik says the hazards can be minimalized if
"you just follow the directions the programs set out."
The Virginia Department of Transportation sends
a set of basic rules to the participants in their
programs. Sparks says that putting out warning cones
is optional, but participants must wear safety vests
and must put out a warning sign at the beginning of
both sides of the area to make drivers aware that a
cleaning crew is ahead. Children must be
accompanied by adults — at least one adult for every
five children — and people are cautioned about
what they pick up. Sparks also says that the Virginia
Adopt-A-Highway program mandates that groups
clean their adopted areas at least four times a year.
Parsons adds another caution, warning people to
be careful of broken glass. "I cut my hand on a piece
one day," he says. "People should always have on
gloves and a sturdy pair of shoes."

Shull echoes that advice, saying "We've tried to
caution our students that it's better to have gloves so
you don't have to touch anyone else's trash. If they
have to, though, we make sure the first thing they do
when they get back to school is to wash their hands.
And we caution them to wear appropriate clothes for
being out in the brush."
Besides the potential dangers, the most frustrating
part of highway cleanup is the returning of litter to a
newly cleaned site.
"You become attached to that stretch of highway,"
Parsons says. "You've put your mark on it and now
someone's messing it up again."
Eric agrees. "It's kind of frustrating," he says.
"Sometimes we drive back by the street on our way
from lunch after the cleanup and there's already
trash out by the side of the road."
But his father remains optimistic.
"Like anything you do, there are times when you
have to turn around and redo it," Kohlenstein says.
"Bad things happen over and over again — but then
good things happen over and over again too. If they
didn't, life would be pretty boring."
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Kathryn Peterson is a junior mass communication and
English major. She will be interning this summer at the
Star-Tribune in Chatham, Va.
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PEDALING

THROUGH

TIME
Dayton loop offers culture, history and fun
Article and Photography by B. C. Sheetz
famous scientific theory
states that if people
could
move
fast
A enough, they could
slow down or even reverse the
passage of time. In many areas of
Rockingham County, however,
time travel seems possible at
speeds the average person can
reach on a bicycle.
Usually though, people take the
area's history and culture for
granted. They shoot through the
area enclosed in an automobile,
often missing out on the sights,
sounds and smells of the area.
A bicycling day-trip is one of
the best ways to experience all the
Valley has to offer. And it doesn't
require buying thousands of dollars worth of equipment or bodyhugging Lycra suits. All that's
needed is a bike, fair weather and
maybe a camera and a friend.
One possible ride is a 20-mile
loop around the Dry River Valley
west of Dayton. This tour through
historic parts of Rockingham
County starts at Dayton's Fort
Harrison, just down the street
from Mole Hill Bikes, right off the
Route 42 business exit.
Gerald Knicely, owner of Mole
Hill Bikes, describes the Dayton
loop as "a good route for the
whole family. It's perfect for going
out on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon," he says.
"On a nice, sunny day we see
people constantly coming past
here out of Harrisonburg,"
Knicely says.
50

Eber Rhodes often rides part of
the loop. A 73-year-old veteran
cyclist, Rhodes cautions first-time
cyclists to the area.
"When you're on crooked country roads, you're really almost a
hazard," he says. "Especially on
dirt roads where some fellas don't
use any judgement in drivin'."
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A friendly sign west of Dayton welcomes passersby to farm country.
Rhodes started cycling because
he lived in an old farmhouse that
he says had "a terrific long distance between the house and the
barn, so I kept two bikes in operation so I didn't have to walk."
Cyclists heading south toward
Fort Harrison shouldn't be surprised to spot Rhodes pedaling
along on his bike, with two large
bags of forage on its rear rack.

Daniel Harrison settled the area
in 1745 and built a home at the
headwaters of Cook's Creek. And
before this man, for whom
Harrisonburg is named, passed on,
he added a grist mill, distillery,
tavern and chapel to his plantation. The chapel later became the
first Episcopal church in the area.
The fort and church sites are
described on nearby state historical markers. The markers, which
are easy to miss, are one of the
best sources of information.
And to dig even deeper into
local history, the nearby library of
the Harrisonburg-Rockingham
Historical Society offers books on
the area's genealogy, history and
geography.
During the Civil War, nearby
Dayton
narrowly
escaped
Sheridan's order to burn it in
reprisal for the killing of one of
his officers. It did sustain major
fires, however, in 1903 and 1911.
But interesting sites still remain.
The Howe Building on College
Street held an auditorium, practice rooms and a chapel for the
Shenandoah
College
and
Conservatory of Music. The
Aldine Kieffer House on Main
Street was owned by the grandson
of Joseph Funk, editor of the
Musical Million, a best-selling 19th
century songbook.
Next to Mill Street rests the
largest piece of German artillery
brought to the United States
after World War I. The gun was
Dayton's reward for being the
Curio • Summer 1992
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was taking over," Martin says.
"But now there are some people
seriously interested in using the
horse as an alternate means of
farming," he says.
The shop, which Martin has
run for 30 years, is stocked with
assortments of bits and spurs,
racks of repaired harnesses, and
books with titles such as: "Horse
Behavior: Problems, Questions
and Answers," and "Training the
Buggy Horse."
Back on the main road, a left
onto Route 752 will take cyclists
over a bridge spanning the scenic
Dry River.
A right onto Route 738 leads to
a long, flat run perfect for cycling.
It is a perfect road for coasting
and taking time to breathe in the
pungent scents of the farmland.
Common sights on this long
stretch of road include spinning
windmills, Mennonite women
hanging laundry or a lone hawk
perched on a telephone wire.
This road ends at Route 613,
where the cyclist must turn right
to continue on the loop. This
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Bams like this are a common sight in Dayton. Wheels, both horse-dratvn
and human powered, provide transportation for local Mennonites.
smallest town in the United
States to send a complete regimental band to Europe during the
Great War.
Heading out of town on Route
732, Dayton's antique architecture
fades away as the scenery quickly
changes to rolling farmlands
roamed by herds of Holstein cattle. The Dry River Valley is home
to a large community of Old
Order Mennonites whose primary
livelihood is dairy farming. The
clip-clop
sounds
of
the
Mennonites' black, horse-drawn
buggies are familiar to cyclists
pedaling through the area.
State routes criss cross the land,
following the rolling hills and
leading cyclists away from the
modern world. Not far out of
Dayton a sign at a road-hugging
farm urges "If You Can't Stop In,
Please Smile As You Go By."
Shortly after this sign, Route
732 changes into Route 736, and
a right turn on Route 737 will
bring cyclists to the Mennonite
Mountain View School. The
school sits off the main loop, on
Route 810, a narrow gravel road.
During recess at the school,
bonnetted girls in long skirts and
boys clad in black and white play
volleyball and hide-and-go-seek.
Bicycles crowd the school's front
yard just as they do at homes all
Summer 1992 • Curio

over the area.
Next door, Lewis Martin runs a
harness shop, one of only two in
the area that service the hundreds
of horses and harnesses used by
the Mennonites.
"In the late '40s, the old-time
harness shops figured the horse
was a goner when horse farming
came to an end and the tractor
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Eher Rhodes, 73, usually rides a part of the Dayton loop every day.
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road bisects Rockingham County,
introducing the rider to the
foothills of the Allegheny
Mountains. At the road's intersection with Highway 33, the cyclist
will continue going straight on
613 to avoid the fast pace of the
highway's automobile traffic.
Down the road a couple of
miles, a right on Route 726 brings
riders to Mt. Clinton. The town
was known in the early 1800s as
Muddy Creek for the stream that
runs through its center.
Long's Store, once a local landmark, is barely recognizable. Its
dingy windows reveal only a collection of poultry feed labels and
oak display cases.
After cycling past the store and
over a bridge that crosses Muddy
Creek, cyclists will take a right on
Route 752, which winds through
farmlands toward the tiny hamlet
of Hinton. Riders will want to
turn right on Highway 33 and
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A horse and buggy meet a lone cyclist on a hill west of Dayton.

then take an immediate left back
on to Route 752 at Jerry Will's
Hinton Market. On almost any
day of the week except Sunday,
resting riders are likely to find
several of Hinton's most recognizable residents gathered at
the market. Jerry says if the
store is really packed with
visitors, the "overflow
crowd" uses white plastic
buckets of fish as makeshift
seats. The Hinton Market
is housed in the same building as the town's post office
and is filled with town
memorabilia.
■l'
The town, formerly called
Karicofe, is the site of the
Hinton Roller Mill. The
i
V
mill used to ship as much as
20,000 pounds of flour to
West Virginia each week.
Today, a Wampler-Longacre
turkey processing plant is
the town's largest commercial activity.
A quick left after the
Hinton Market on Route
732 continues the route.
Leonard Cooper has lived
in Hinton all his life, as did
his father before him.
At Hinton Market, Leonard Cooper dis- Nearby Cooper Mountain
plays an old Hinton Band uniform. On bears the family name,
the shelf above him is part of a collec- though it is known to locals
tion of town memorabilia.
as "Giant's Grave" because
52

in

of its large, mound-like shape.
Cooper remembers when an old
broom factory was in operation in
the town and a poultry plant
opened and put Hinton on the
map.
Cooper points down the road
and says, "There on the left is a
sign hangin' up that says 'Bear
Wallow,' in that field there they
had a lawn party every year and
oh, they wasn't standin' room.
And the Hinton Band, that's
where they got goin'."
Leonard confesses, "1 loaf here
about six days a week . . . only
reason I don't loaf seven is they
ain't open."
Route 732 makes its way out of
Hinton, winding through more
dairy-farm country on its way
back to Dayton. Riders need to
turn left to stay on 732 when it
meets with Route 914, but will
want to take a left at Route 913.
The road climbs the south side
of Mole Hill and offers the best
view in the area of the surrounding landscape. Approaching Mole
Hill from this side offers a more
gradual climb than does the other
side, but cyclists still need low
gears and lots of leg power to
make it to the top.
The view immediately before
the turn at the top is well worth
the effort, however, as is the long
Curio • Summer 1992

downhill ride on the other side.
Turn right at the stop sign where
the road meets Route 736 to stay
on Route 913.
On the winding descent from
Mole Hill, riders can see
Harrisonburg sprawled across the
Valley. Another left will keep the
rider on 913, which eventually
leads to Route 701'.
After a right turn on 701, riders
will find themselves cycling
around Silver Lake, the last major
point of interest on the ride.
Silver Lake is a spring-fed, 15acre body of water created when a
dam was built across Cook's Creek
in the 1800s.
The expanding lake soon covered a graveyard, sparking rumors
that the lake is haunted.
Nevertheless, it supplies residents
of Harrisonburg and Dayton with
drinking water, and area farmers
with feed from the grain mill
located at its southern end.
The old mill's wheel isn't visible from the main road but can
easily be seen from a side road on
the west side of the lake. Claims

that the lake is bottomless don't
seem to bother the ducks that
glide on its choppy, glittering surwmn
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An antique well pump stands
next to a house near Mole Hill.
face, even in winter.
The Rockingham Milling
Company's Dayton branch still
operates the mill with its original
1800s wheel that is still capable of
being pressed into service. David

Smith, the mill's manager, keeps a
map from 1954 that indicates the
location of farms in the mill's service area with their owners'
names. Many of these farmers and
their families are still served by
the mill, he says.
Smith's crew of three workers
and their mouse-chasing cats,
Norville and Big Boy, work with
the mill's modern equipment. Not
far away, the old wheel stands
silent and still.
Cyclists who complete the 20mile route around Dayton's farm
country will find their point of
departure just down the road from
the mill at Silver Lake — where a
left turn on Route 732 will take
them back to Mole Hill Bikes.
Some might wonder what kind
of stories the lake's ghosts would
tell — if they could be heard
above the growing din of automobile traffic.
Historical information was gathered
from The Heartland: Rockingham
County, edited and compiled by
Nancy B. Hess.
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A turn-of-the-century mill wheel stands still and silent beside the dam at the south end of Silver Lake.
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Photos Courtesy of the Daily News-Record
The flood of 1985 was one of the worst in the Valley's history.
Historical highs and lows leave memories, marks
Article by Gayle Cohen
People just don't write
weather stories like they
used to. "Every time it
rained or snowed I'd have
to write a story about it," recalls
Tommy Thompson, who worked
as a reporter for Harrisonburg's
Daily News-Record 24 years ago.
"The reason you had big articles
was because that's what people
talked about."
After a while, Thompson began
54

to wonder about the history of the
weather in the area. "It got frustrating when I couldn't compare it
[the weather] to anything," he
says. So he began to research the
records kept at Harrisonburg's
official weather station, Dale
Enterprise.
"In my basement I had rolls and
rolls of adding machine paper," he
says. He correlated statistics going
back as far as 1880.

Back in the 1800s, he jokes,
weather was "a hot topic. The
weather gave everyone something
in common to strike up a conversation about, because almost
everyone was in agriculture."
He remembers the kinds of talk
he would hear at auctions or the
farm bureau. "Did you get any of
that big storm I saw pass over your
way?" someone would ask. Or oldtimers would ask, "Do you rememCurio •Summer 1992

ber back in the '20s when it got
really hot back in that summer?"
Then someone else would counter
with "Yeah, do you remember
when so-and-so lost so many cattle down in a sinkhole?"
"People don't talk about the
weather like they used to,"
Thompson says, "because the pace
is too fast."
Every town has its own memories and marks left by weather
extremes. Usually disasters stand
out the most.
When floods, fires, droughts or
storms strike, communities unify.
Many people donate food,
medicine, money and time — and
for years, they remember. Folks sit
around and recall the biggest
flood, the worst fire. Locals mark
the time's passage by "the year of
the awful drought" or "the summer the big storm hit the county."
Even good weather leaves
exciting memories.
Kids never forget getting out of
school for snow; and beautiful
sunsets, falling stars, eclipses, and
comets are talked about for some
time. But the bad weather seems
to linger in people's minds the
longest.
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Many bridges were washed out after the '85 flood.
Floods
Clayton Towers has been fascinated by the weather in the Valley for 31 years. In 1949, he was a
student at Bridgewater College.
Originally from Maryland, he said
he had never seen anything like
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Personal items have been lost or destroyed by flood waters.
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the flood that hit that year.
"I couldn't believe what I was
seeing," he says. "I saw the water
flowing across town, down the
street."
In his records, Towers recalls
marveling at the destruction that
could be seen all over town the
next day.
"I couldn't believe that water
could have had so much force," he
says. "I saw a car on the athletic
field backed up against a tree. It
looked as if someone had parked it
there."
But Towers notes in his records
from 1985 that "the destruction of
property and the loss of life from
this flood was much worse than
the flood of 1949 . . . the devastation was unbelievable." In fact, a
Daily News-Record headline
emphatically pronounced "1985
Deluge Worst in Valley History."
Brought in by Hurricane Juan,
the Nov. 4 and 5 flood of 1985
dumped as much as 20 inches of
rain in 12 hours, causing more
than $1 billion in damages. But it
could have been worse. Bridgewater, in fact, would have suffered
far more if the '49 flood had not
55
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The snow of 1962 closed roads and made travel virtually impossible.
prompted the building of several
dikes and dams.
There were many lives lost in
the flood of '85, and homes, farms,
and wildlife were victims as well.
One politician even claimed that
the flood caused her to lose an
election, because it was held
despite bad road conditions.
Snow
Like the watchful eye of the
farmer waiting for July clouds to
bring rain to parched crops, hope56

ful eyes of school children turn
toward winter clouds in expectation of sled-riding, school-cancelling quantities of snow.
In 1962, snow-worshippers got
their wish. For one week, schools
shut down and closed roads made
travel virtually impossible. It was
the first week of March, and a
total of 24 inches of snow fell in
Harrisonburg.
"Where are the snows of
yesteryear?" asked one Daily
News-Record headline from the

later 60s. Tommy Thompson still
holds on to this particular wrinkled, weathered clip because he,
too, wonders just that.
"I've paid more attention to
that headline than to any other
headline since I've been researching," he says.
According to Clayton Towers'
records, the snow of 1962 was "a
history-making snowstorm." He
recalls how the forecasters said
that if snow came, it would probably turn to rain after a few hours.
It began snowing on Monday
morning, and by noon it was coming down "in buckets." When the
snow stopped some time Wednesday, 24 inches or more had accumulated in Harrisonburg and the
surrounding areas.
In his records, Towers wrote:
"I saw drifts up to the eaves of
one-story houses. Roads were
blocked everywhere. Route 11 was
completely closed. People from
stalled cars, buses and trucks were
able to make it to farmhouses and
other places along the way for an
overnight stay. Some of the houses were packed with people, people who were strangers when they
came but friends when they left."
And, to the delight of children
of all ages, schools were closed all
week.
Thompson laments that nowadays school will close if there's
any snow on the ground at all.
"When I was in high school,"
he recalls, "I drove this bus. I
remember one time it snowed 10
inches. I got stuck three times."
But they didn't close the schools.
Thompson dismisses the snows
that have fallen in the area
recently as "piddly." As a photographer, he used to enjoy having a
few days to shoot pictures of the
snow-covered countryside.
"After a while, you're going to
have to create snow on a computer to do anything like that," he
says with regret.
Towers says the snow of 1962
was the real thing, though. Referring to it as "The Great ShenanCurio • Summer 1992

doah Valley Snowstorm," Towers
wrote in his notes from that year,
"When you read stories about
great snowstorms, there is a good
chance that this one will be mentioned . . . This was the greatest
snowfall in my nearly 40 years of
living in Virginia."
Other extremes
Thompson retired from his
weather studies in December 1991
and packed up his records. But he
maintains his interest in the his-

I-

tory of weather.
"You can never really break
that habit of wanting to know
what's going on," Thompson says.
"I'm the type that 'inquiring
minds want to know.'"
Thompson flips through a stack
of old notes and offers up a statistic: The record high temperature
in Harrisonburg was 105 degrees,
on July 21 and 22, 1926.
"For a couple days there, people
were really sweating it out!" he
says, laughing.

He finds two rainfall extremes:
the record 24-hour rainfall is 4.5
inches in three hours on July 23,
1926, which broke a heat wave.
And the record rain for one
month is 14.37 inches in June
1901. He says with a sigh, "Oh to
live back in the good old days!"
Gayle Cohen, a junior mass
communication major, is managing
editor of The Breeze. She hopes to
work for a newspaper or magazine
following graduation.
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Slippery roads caused by the snow of 1962 forced many people to walk to their destinations.
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Earnest Lincoln of Harrisonburg checks his weather gauge that takes a 24-hour reading of the temperature.

WEATHERIN'

THE

STORMS

Local observers keep an eye on the sky for Valley residents
Article and Photography by Dave Schleck
5:40 a.m. — the sun still hides behind the
horizon, but it's time for weather observers to
wake up and go outside. As the first rays of
sunlight roll across the Valley, eight weather
trackers for WSVA 550 AM radio walk out to their
weather stations and discover what Mother Nature
was up to while they were sleeping.
Five days a week, native Bergton resident Vicki
Moyer takes readings from her small but valuable
observation shack. She says it's always fun to compare the different temperature in the area.
"Sometimes Monterey gets a little more snow than
we do," Moyer says with a competitive spirit, "but
we're almost always a little colder than they are."
Moyer and the other trackers relay their findings
to thousands of Valley listeners. Volunteer weather
observers like her have been serving Valley radio for
more than 30 years, says Frank Wilt, director of news
and information at WSVA.
Most of the observers use the same kind of weather center as Wilt does at the station. The weather
58

center is simply a white wooden box. Set about three
feet above ground, the box holds a thermometer, a
hydrometer to measure humidity, gauges to measure
rainfall and snowfall, a barometer, and another thermometer to measure high and low temperatures.
"They're doing us a service by getting up at 6 a.m.
and calling us," Wilt says, propped in front of a complicated display of computerized weather equipment.
The observers represent a wide area of the
Shenandoah Valley — Monterey, Mount Solon,
Bridgewater, Bergton, Harrisonburg, Grottoes and
Stanley. "There's no way we could be in all those different places at once," Wilt says.
Observers record information like the high, low
and current temperatures, rainfall amounts, and sky
conditions in their hometowns. Their observations
are recorded and broadcast at 6:36 a.m. and 8:22
a.m., Monday through Friday. Wilt says WSVA is
the only station in the Shenandoah Valley that uses
the observers' voices on the air.
"It not only makes it easier for us so we don't have
Curio • Summer 1992

to write it all down longhand, but it makes it more
Also, the National Weather Service in Sterling,
interesting for our listeners because the weather
Va. uses weather tracker information to issue flood
observer's voice is on the air from all these different
and extreme weather condition warnings, Wilt says.
spots, instead of us having to repeat what they have
It takes a certain type of meteorological curiosity
to report," he says.
to be a weather observer, according to Towers.
Moyer says it takes time to get used to being a
"I was born with that interest," he recalls, staring
weather radio announcer. "I was real nervous," she
up at the ceiling of his custom-made weather basesays. "I didn't think I could do it. But now it's nothment. "Since I was about 10, I've been observing
ing. I try to sound real chipper."
weather. I remember standing on the beach, watchOn slippery mornings, the short trip to the obsering the storms and hurricanes coming in.
vation center can be rather interesting, according to
"I enjoy the active weather," Towers says, alreadyErnest Lincoln, a weather tracker for 21 years.
excited about the stormy weather predicted for the
"One morning we had some freezing rain, and I
next day. "It's very boring when the weather does
just about slid down the driveway to the weather stanothing, but it's exciting to watch the clouds and see
tion," he recalls. "And then I had to somehow make
when they move in before a storm. I must say I'm
it back up to the house."
disappointed when there are predictions for a lot of
Clayton Towers, an observer from Bridgewater,
snow and nothing happens."
says the work has its benefits — he feels good about
The weather trackers represent many careers.
helping out the community.
Towers is a retired school teacher. Rawley runs a
"It's representing Bridgewater," he says. "I think
woodworking shop. Halterman works in health care
when a town is mentioned on the radio, that means
and Lincoln drives a school bus. Wilt says WSVA
something. Listeners like to hear someone from their
regularly thanks the observers for their input.
hometown."
"We have taken it a step further, actually," Wilt
Many observers receive extra attention while writsays. "Ever since I've been here we've had a
ing a check at the local grocery store or walking into
Christmas dinner for them each year. We get togethwork each morning, Wilt says.
er and talk amongst ourselves and get to know each
As a secretary for Fulks Run Elementary School,
other better — that way we can put a face with the
Moyer has tasted celebrity status. "When I get to
voice we've heard for so many years."
work, they say, 'I heard you,"' she says. "One woman
said her day just wouldn't be complete if she didn't
Dave Schleck is a senior communication major, gradual'
hear me every morning."
ing ivith honors. He has already started his career as a
Ken Munson, a weather tracker who reports from
reporter for The News & Advance in Lynchburg, Va.
Grottoes, gets his fair share of weather questions.
"You'd be surprised how many places I go and people ask me about the weather," he says.
Wilt deals with the popularity of the observers,
which sometimes overshadows his own personality as
"Fair Weather Frank" on WQPO, FM-101. Since
there are no substitute observers, WSVA listeners
notice when trackers are not on the air.
"If we get a weather tracker who goes on vacation,
gets sick or takes some time off, if we don't
announce why they are off the air, in two or three
days people will start calling wanting to know where
so-and-so is and why they're not calling in the
weather," Wilt says.
Towers' popularity after 23 years has made him an
23
expert source for weather information, Wilt says.
"If there's a weather question that someone calls
and asks me — like where they can get a thermometer — nine times out of ten, Clayton is the person
I'm going to turn them over to," Wilt says.
Towers says he's popular when it comes to relaying
the weather. Television stations and newspapers
contact him for weather information. And Rocco
Turkey Inc. checks up on Towers' humidity records
Bridgewater observer Clayton Towers stands by the
for climate control of their poultry coops.
weather station he takes readings from every day.
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Local doctor combines medicine and mission
Article by April Hefner
Located directly on the equator at an elevation of 7,000 feet, the lushness surrounding
the village known as "Singing waters" comes
as little surprise — it's the rainy season in
Kenya and the village of Tenwek is no different than
the rest of the muddy country. At 1 p.m. every day,
the thunderclouds come rolling in, and the skies
unleash a quick but soaking downpour.
But even with the mud, the area is breathtakingly
beautiful. The majesty of an immense waterfall is
challenged only by the mystic panorama of hillsides
dotted with small, thatched huts. Tiny homesteads
are complimented by flowering trees and shrubs.
In the midst of the greenery lies a building that
looks as though it has seen many trials within the
community. A peek inside reveals a bustling of
motion and a line of natives, some sitting while others stand, but all with a relaxed look of patience.
Suddenly, from around one door comes a young
nurse. She arrives only to say a few words, and then
she gazes sadly at the natives who begin to slowly
rise and file from the building. She knows they will
return tomorrow because even though the Kipsigi
tribe is surrounded by their own beautiful Garden of
Eden, their lives are far from perfect. But the deceptive "snake" of today's story isn't a demon in disguise
— it's the unyielding lack of qualified medical staff
and facilities.
Dr. Greg Montgomery of Harrisonburg has witnessed this scene first-hand as a medical missionary
to the Kipsigi people of Tenwek, Kenya in the middle east portion of Africa. He, his wife Karen and
their three children Katie, 11, Jessie, 9 and Emmett,
6, served as short-term missionaries for six weeks in
the spring of 1990.
The 300-bed hospital where Greg worked stayed
busy as it served an area consisting of about 250,000
people and was considered a model mission hospital.
"My job was to give the surgeon a break," he says.
"We started the morning in rounds and prayer time."
After the morning prayer time, Greg normally
went directly to the operating room. Since he didn't
know the language and always needed an interpreter, going on rounds with other doctors proved
difficult.
Besides the difficulty of overcoming the language,
this Valley surgeon learned how overwhelming the
need for medical staff is in that part of the world.
"A lot of times there would be two to a bed, espe60
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Derek Carbonneau
The Montgomery family from Harrisonburg spent
six weeks as missionaries to Kenya in 1990.
c i a 11 y
in pediatrics,"
he says. "There was
KENYA
always more surgery
than you could
do."
Even with the extensive
number of patients and wide dispersion of health
problems, the hospital doesn't attempt to hurry
patients through the healing process, Greg says.
"The major difference there is that time has very
little meaning," he says. "When people come to the
hospital, they can be there for months at a time and
certainly weeks at a time."
Since the Kipsigi tribe is so spread out in the
countryside and there are no convenient methods of
travel, almost all of the patients are forced to walk
to the hospital for treatment. And then, once
they've been treated, they have to walk all the way
back home.
"They have to be pretty much healed up by the
time they leave, [so] they're there for usually quite a
while," Greg says.
Karen adds, "It's amazing. These people can walk
20-some miles in a day. They just get up real early.
We would get out on the road and walk and they
were so friendly. They'd come up and ask us where
we're from and talk."
Along with his surgery schedule, Greg dealt with
outpatients who came in for surgical procedures.
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"I didn't finish operating 'til 5 o'clock, and there
would just be a flood of people outside," he says.
Despite the waiting, Greg says, the Kipsigi people
have an attribute hard to find in the fast-paced
world of Americans — patience.
"They could wait all day long for a surgeon to see
them, but I don't think I ever once ran into a
patient who was really irate that we hadn't gotten to
him earlier," Greg says. "They were never upset. A
lot of times you just couldn't finish the operating
schedule so they'd just be rescheduled for the next
day. Well, they hadn't gotten anything to eat that
day waiting for surgery. That could happen a couple,
even three days in a row. But they never complained."
Greg says he thinks the main difference in attitudes between the West and Africa depends solely
on priorities.
"Western civilization has a real demand on time
— 'get this done'
attitude," he says.
"Over th ere,
their
primary
interest is in relationships. They'll
w
take time to stop
and talk to people. They are not
bothered by things
like delays."
The Kipsigis
inspired the
Montgomerys
with more than
their patience.
The family also
noticed
many
other prominent
aspects of the
character of the
Kipsigi people.
A hectic schedule in Tenwek posed a
"They
were
beautiful people and very strong," Karen says. "They
were so proud of their country."
Greg adds, "They are friendly, warm — it was just
rewarding to help someone who wants and appreciates your help."
Greg's main work involved "routine" operations
for him like cesarean sections and tubal ligations, as
well as work on patients with stomach cancer and
ulcers. But his medical mission also posed some definite challenges to his surgical skill and knowledge.
"For me professionally, it was really stretching
because I had to deal with and take care of all sorts
of problems," he says. "You are the only surgeon
there. You're backed up by the library and other surgeons. You just do the best you can but you sort of
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feel like an intern all over. You have to read about it
and pray you are doing the right thing."
But for Greg and anyone else with the will to survive medical school, challenges come as second
nature. Greg graduated from the University of
Virginia before going to medical school in Syracuse,
N.Y. Becoming a physician seemed the obvious
choice for the son of two generations of doctors.
"Because my dad was a surgeon I just grew up
always thinking I wanted to be a doctor," he says.
"His partner would come over and they'd have
breakfast together, and I always loved to get up just
to listen to them talk. It seemed pretty natural that
that is what I wanted to go into. I liked it because
you are helping people. I like it because it is challenging to learn and to keep up with."
Although his father died when he was only 11,
Greg still dedicated his life to the medical field. It
was during his internship at Bassett Hospital in
Cooperstown,
N.Y., that he
says he realized
*
the need for
something more
in his life than
his own talents
and abilities. "It
was there for the
first time in my
life that I was
faced with the
reality that I
couldn't handle
the stress of this
job and my marriage," he says.
"Karen and I
were
drifting
apart. She was
Photos courtesy of the Montgomerys depressed. I had
always been very
challenge to Qreg's surgical skill.
successful
in
everything I had done. In high school I was president of my senior class and voted best all-around
athlete. In college I was successful, too. So this was
the first time that reality really hit me — on my own
strength I was not doing a good job."
Greg says he and his wife had begun their search
for God the year before when they started attending
a church in Syracuse, and the pastor there made a
big impression.
"As far as my Christian life, I think when my dad
died, my brothers gave up," Greg says. "[But] God
never let me go so far away as to reject Him. I never
went as far in my mind as to say there wasn't a God.
"This guy at Syracuse was the first time I ever
heard the truth. He was different than any preacher
61
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These native hoys learned about the magic of video
cameras from Dr. Montgomery.
I'd ever heard and it wasn't because he was eloquent
or anything like that. He had a power within him
and what he spoke just seemed like real truth."
It wasn't long before the Montgomerys dedicated
their lives to serving God, and so began their desire
to serve as missionaries.
Karen says, "There was a medical mission in
Kenya that we had heard was a good place to go with
your whole family for a first time [mission]."
The work in the hospital rested the skills of the
surgeon and his family, but the biggest impacts the
trip had on their lives were the people they met and
the differences they observed between a town like
Harrisonburg and a village like Tenwek. For example, as in many third-world nations, the most common and deadly diseases in Tenwek aren't considered
so serious here.
"There was a significant amount of malaria and
measles, which were deadly," Greg says. "[With
measles] you can get all sort of complications."
The potentially deadly complications cause the
cost of medicine to skyrocket.
"The hospital had just one opening, and you had
to guard it because of the drugs," Karen says. "Even
antibiotics on the black market are worth an incredible amount."
In addition to working in the hospital, the
Montgomerys also became involved in a number of
outreach programs.
The mission hospital had two major focuses of
outreach. The first, community health, involved
encouraging immunizations, well-baby checks and
62

overall better hygiene.
Karen recalled one trip she took with the hospital
as they focused on community health.
"I went out with them one day in their jeeps," she
says. "They travel way, way out to these tiny little
villages. In fact, we couldn't even get to the village.
We had to get out and walk the last half of a mile
because the roads were in such bad shape."
When the group arrived, more than 50 women
were waiting there with their infants and children.
"They were coming for immunizations," Karen
says. "They're immunizing them against measles,
polio, TB, mumps — and these are the things that
are killing their children."
The program also provided ideas for improving
hygiene and safety in huts, such as moving latrines
away from living areas and making fires within the
hut more enclosed.
"Most of [the Kipsigis] lived in mud huts with
thatched roofs with an indoor fire going all the
time," Greg says. "One of the problems we saw a lot
of was little kids getting burned because of the open
fire in the hut. They would trip and fall in and get
burned up."
Another example of "home improvement" was the
building of chicken coops. Since the chicken are free
to roam the countryside, the eggs are hard to find
and the meat is tough.
Better hygiene also meant encouraging the people
to bathe.
"People don't take baths," he says. "The hospital
has an odor you really can't describe. When you go
into the ward you kind of take a breath and try to
hold it."
The second outreach effort concentrated on a
social and economic impact.
"One of the major problems facing Kenya these
days is they have the highest population growth rate
in the world," Greg says. "There's plenty of land in
Kenya to raise crops, [but] in 20 years if the growth
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Jessie pitches Softball with native children in Kenya.
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From left to right: The sign outside the mission hospital in Tenwek reveals the nature of the missionaries' work
and beliefs. The Montgomery clan poses for a snapshot in Kenya in the spring of 1990. A majestic waterfall
highlights the village and gives rise to the name Tenwek, or "singing waters."
rate continues, there are going to be real hardships."
Greg says this outreach effort is trying to teach
the tribe to use the land more wisely and to help the
natives develop a cash crop.
"They're running out of land," Karen explains.
"They keep dividing up the family farms into little
plots for their family members. They've been used to
letting the cows graze on acres and acres of ground,
but now they have to start corralling their cows and
feeding them very rich grass so they'll give good
milk. They're trying to make more out of the land
they have."
The various outreach experiences the family participated in made a memorable impact, but they also
recall more intimate details of the natives they grew
to respect and admire, even though the cultural differences were obvious.
"I remember going down to the dam almost every
day and looking at the waterfall and seeing all these
black people looking at you," Katie says. "[They
stared at us] because we looked weird. Dad was playing with us and the dads there didn't have anything
to do with the kids."
Karen adds, "Greg would put our kids on his
shoulders or hold them and they thought that was
very strange."
The interaction between native men and their
wives was even more surprising to the Harrisonburg
family than the treatment of the children.
"Women there are seen as property," Karen says.
"The women in childbirth would barely make a
sound. The women really have it hard. They do a lot
of the plowing in the garden with hoes. They usually
have a baby on their back while they're doing it.
They carry big bundles on their heads.
"But it's interesting with the advent of
Christianity, they hear ideas from the New
Testament that men and women are equal. As they
embrace Christianity, you will see men and women
walk side-by-side which is something new."
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The Montgomery children also remember a great
deal about the lifestyle and culture of the tribe and
the effect it had on them as short-term missionaries.
"Dad had brought his camcorder along, and he
was taping these three boys," Katie recalls with a
gleam in her eyes. The boys had probably never seen
themselves before, she says, so her father let the boys
look through the camera's viewfinder and watch
themselves on film.
Karen says, "Within about two minutes there were
a hundred people around him wanting to look
through this thing." Although the batteries weakened quickly, the event stands out clearly as the
children realized how very different their life was
from the Kipsigi people.
Emmett was most concerned about the lack of
tubs and toys.
"They didn't have any tubs so I had to take a bath
in a laundry basket," he emphasizes. "[The native
children] had to play with sticks and bottle caps and
rocks and stuff so we bring toys for them."
But also instilled in his mind is the image of the
local shaman.
"There was a witch doctor," Emmett says. "He put
pricks in their legs, and it doesn't help them."
Karen says, "They puncture the skin in kind of
artistic patterns to let out evil spirits. The hospital
then gets these people who are cut up."
Katie and Jessie discussed the stares they received
for wearing shorts on the warm summer-like days.
"While we were there they had a lot of woolen
and warm things on like you would wear in winter,"
Katie says. "They thought it was cold."
In addition to the weather, the Kipsigis found the
girls' clothing as strange for another reason since the
women in Tenwek wear neither shorts or pants.
"When we wore shorts, we were asked if we were
boys," Katie says.
Since men and women both shave their heads,
Jessie says, "The only way you could tell a boy from a
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girl was their skirts."
Shoes became essential items in the lives of these
Valley children so accustomed to barefoot days in
the backyard.
"You had to wear shoes that covered your toes
because if you walked on the grass little bugs [parasites] would crawl up under your toenails, and they
would have to cut them out with a knife," Katie says.
And all the children wrinkled their noses as they
recalled the native foods.
"The Africans put charcoal and milk in this
gourd, and they shook it together and they drank it,"
Jessie says. "Tbey ate this dry corn, crushed up with
water in it." But the Montgomery children ate their
normal fare even though it required a lot of work.
"We had to make our own maple syrup and our
own bread," Karen says. "The nearest grocery store
was two hours away in a jeep. We cooked a lot communal style."
Picking out meat from the local butcher shop was
an adventure, though.
"We saw them skin it," Emmett explains. "They
cut off the skin and the head and hung it up."
But there was one cultural difference the
Montgomery children did enjoy — a safari.
"The kids really liked being there but that was
their highlight — seeing the animals and stuff. You
can't go all the way over there and not see a safari,"
Greg says.
Katie says, "We saw a green mambo — it's one of
the most deadliest snakes in the world." But the
excitement heightened when the family's safari came
across a young boy from another tribe.
"A Maasai boy was taking cattle and sheep across
the road, and Mom had her camera out to take a picture of him," Katie says. "This guy got a spear up and
was about to throw it."

Karen explains, "They don't like to have their picture taken — something about they believe it captures their spirit so our driver sped up and says 'Lady,
don't do that again!"'
The family stayed in a guest house with other
medical missionaries from the states and their families during their six weeks in Tenwek.
"That was a wonderful experience because you
really got to know these people well," Greg says.
"Coming from a nice house and a lot of privacy to
no privacy was a major adjustment."
Karen says, "You had to get the right frame of
mind about it — it was time-limited. We tried to just
get to know the people and form relationships."
Looking back at his service in Kenya reminds
Greg of another important lesson he learned.
"Seeing what a true, full-time missionary has to
deal with is an eye-opening experience," he says. "I
realized that in order to do that you had to have a
strong call from God 'cause if you didn't, you'd end
up being very frustrated. There's a world of difference between going over there for a short term and
being there for thirty years.
"I wanted my family, my kids to experience a different culture where things weren't so easy. It was
something that for 10 years we had wanted to do.
Our main reason is that God has called us to serve
those in need. There is also certainly an element of
adventure.
"We had a wonderful experience," Greg says. "I
would love to go back there."

April Dawn Hefner is a senior majoring in communication and psychology. Last year, April was the Lifestyles
editor for The Breeze. She will graduate in May and
plans to pursue a career in writing.

A lone giraffe stands in the midst of a scenic pastoral landscape during the Montgornerys' African safari.
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Q: What do The Miami Herald, The Philadelphia Inquirer,
the Atlanta Constitution, The Arizona Republic, and
the New Orleans Times-Picayune have in common?

A:

Like many major media outlets, they have hired
staffers who got their start from working with
JMU Student Publications.
Staff positions at JMU student publications frequently lead to jobs at major media
outlets. While many graduates start in smaller media markets, some have gone
directly from their campus and internship experiences to jobs at media outlets
including The Tampa Tribune, the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, The Virginian-Pilot, and
The Richmond Times-Dispatch.
Many students who combined campus newspaper and magazine work have found
jobs in corporate communication with firms including Virginia Power, Best
Products, ICI Americas, Ogilvy & Mather, and Lawler Ballard Public Relations.
For information on staff positions with Student Publications contact:
Christy Mumford, editor, or Liz Oxford, general manager. The Breeze, 568-6127,
or Dave Wendelken, director of student publications, 568-6490;
for internship or job information contact Alan Neckowitz or Albert De Luca,
journalism internship coordinators, the Department of Mass Communication, JMU.
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